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to the filing of a petition protesting against such approval taking 
effect and the submission of such approval to the voters. 

Approved June 28, 1976. 

C h a p . 2 1 8 . A N ACT INCREASING THE BENEFITS PAID TO WIDOWS OF 
BOSTON POLICE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 
PRIOR TO NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. For the purpose of promoting the public good, the 

city of Boston is hereby authorized to provide for the election by a 
widow of a Boston police officer shot and killed in the line of duty 
prior to nineteen hundred and forty-nine, of a pension for her life, 
for as long as she remains unmarried, equal to the compensation 
said deceased officer would have received had he continued to 
serve in the position which he held at the time of death until he 
reached the mandatory retirement age for his group; provided, 
however, that the amount of the pension, payable from the date of 
election, shall be equal to the maximum salary set for the position, 
whether or not such police officer had reached the maximum at the 
time of his death. 

SECTION 2. Chapter six hundred and twenty-four of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and seventy-five is hereby repealed. 

Approved June 28, 1976. 

Chap. 219. AN ACT CLARIFYING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE MAR 
THA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to facilitate participation in 
the Martha's Vineyard commission by a representative of the com
monwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conve
nience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 2 of chapter 637 
of the acts of 1974 is hereby amended by inserting after the word 
"governor", in line 12, the words:- , or a designee thereof. 

SECTION 2. Section 15 of said chapter 637 is hereby amended 
by striking out lines 1 to 5, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof 
the following:- The commission shall review all applications for 
development permits for developments of regional impact. Notice 
and public hearing pursuant to section two of chapter thirty A of 
the General Laws shall be required, except that only fourteen days 
rather than twenty-one days of prior notice shall be required and a 
copy of said notice need not be sent to the state secretary. The 
commission shall permit the referring agency to grant a develop-
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ment permit for such development only if it finds after such public 
hearing that:. 

Approved June 30, 1976. 

C h a p . 2 2 0 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E T O W N O F COHASSET TO A P 

P R O P R I A T E AND PAY A SUM OF MONEY TO JOSEPH S. 
LAUGELLE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The town of Cohasset is hereby authorized to ap

propriate money for the payment of, and after such appropria
tion, the treasurer of said town is hereby authorized to pay the sum 
of one thousand five hundred dollars to Joseph S. Laugelle, 
superintendent of the disposal area of said town, for the cost of a 
building, owned by him and placed at said disposal area, which 
was completely destroyed by fire. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved June 30, 1976. 

C h a p . 2 2 1 . A N A C T ESTABLISHING A PROCEDURE FOR THE ACCEPT

A N C E BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF RETROCESSIONS OF 
LEGISLATIVE JURISDICTION OVER CERTAIN PROPERTY 
PREVIOUSLY CEDED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide a procedure for immediate 
acceptance by the commonwealth of retrocessions by the federal 
government of jurisdiction over property previously ceded to it by 
the commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience and safety. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 1 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 7 of the following section:-

Section 7A. The governor, if he finds that the public interest 
will benefit thereby, may accept on behalf of the commonwealth 
retrocession of all or part of the legislative jurisdiction over pro
perty within the commonwealth over which such jurisdiction has 
been ceded to the United States by the commonwealth. Such ac
ceptance of retrocession shall take effect in each case upon the 
written acceptance by the governor of a notice of retrocession sign
ed by the duly authorized officer or agent of the United States hav
ing supervision and control over the property being retroceded. A 
copy of the notice of retrocession and the written acceptance 
thereof shall be filed with the state secretary and the city or town 
clerk of the city or town in which the affected property is located, 


