
No. 160SENATE
To accompany the petition of Christian Nelson relative to the pay-

ment by executors and administrators of certain preferred claims
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.

AN ACT
To expedite the Payment by Executors and Ad-

ministrators of Certain Preferred Claims.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and ninety-seven of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
4 the following: Debts for the necessary expenses
5 of the funeral or last illness of the deceased, or
6 entitled to a preference under clauses one to
7 four, inclusive, of section one of chapter one
8 hundred and ninety-eight, shall be paid by the
9 executor or administrator within sixty days after

10 his giving bond for the performance of his trust
11 if he has notice of demands against the estate of
12 the deceased therefor, and sufficient funds in his
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13 possession to pay all such debts of which he has
14 notice or knowledge, and to pay the reasonable
15 charges of administering the estate, so as to
16 read as follows: Section 2. If an executor or
17 administrator who has given due notice of his
18 appointment does not within six months there-
-19 after have notice of demands against the estate
20 of the deceased sufficient to warrant him to
21 represent such estate to be insolvent, he may,
22 after the expiration of said six months, pay the
23 debts due from the estate and shall not be per-
-24 sonally liable to any creditor in consequence of
25 such payments made before notice of such
26 creditor’s demand; and if such executor or
27 administrator is in doubt as to the validity of
28 any debt which, if valid, he would have a right
29 to pay under this section, he may, with the
30 approval of the probate court, after notice to all
31 persons interested, pay such debt or so much
32 thereof as the court ma}r authorize. Debts for
33 the necessary expenses of the funeral or last
34 illness of the deceased, or entitled to a preference
35 under clauses one to four, inclusive, of section
36 one of chapter one hundred and ninety-eight,
37 shall be paid by the executor or administrator
38 within sixty days after his giving bond for the
39 performance of his trust if he has notice of de-
-40 mands against the estate of the deceased therefor,
41 and sufficient funds in his possession to pay all
42 such debts of which he has notice or knowledge,
43 and to pay the reasonable charges of administer-
-44 ing the estate.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and
2 ninety-seven is hereby further amended by adding
3 after section eight the following new section:
4 Section BA. If an executor or administrator has
5 notice of demands against the estate of the
6 deceased within sixty days after his giving bond
7 for the performance of his trust which are for the
8 necessary expenses of the funeral or last illness
9 of the deceased or entitled to a preference under

10 clauses one to four, inclusive, of section one of
11 chapter one hundred and ninety-eight, and suffi-
-12 cient funds in his possession to pay all such
13 debts of which he has notice or knowledge and to
14 pay the reasonable charges of administration,
15 such debts of which he has notice of demand shall
16 bear interest at the rate of six per cent per annum
17 from the expiration of said sixty days.




