
Senate, Feb. 23, 1922.

The committee on Cities, to which was referred that peti-

tion (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 149) of William C.
Moulton and another for biennial city elections in the city

of Pittsfield; reports the accompanying bill (Senate, No.
329

For the committee,

JOHN HALLIWELL.
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AN ACT
To provide for Biennial Municipal Elections and

Abolishing the Sinking Fund Commissioners in
the City of Pittsfield.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

m General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four of Part lof chapter
2 seven hundred and thirty-two of the acts of
3 nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby amended
1 by inserting at the beginning thereof the word;

5 Beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
6 twenty-two, —by striking out the word “an-
7 nually ”, in the second line, and inserting in place
8 thereof the words: biennially, and by insert-
9 ing after the word “December”, in the same line,

10 the words: in every even numbered year, so
11 as to read as follows: Section J. Beginning
12 with the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two,
13 the municipal election shall take place biennially
14 on the first Tuesday of December in every even
15 numbered year, and the municipal year shall
16 begin on the first Monday of January following.
17 All meetings of the citizens for municipal pur-

CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.



1922.] SENATE No. 329. 3

18 poses shall be called by warrants issued by order
19 of the mayor and board of aldermen, which shall
20 be in such form and be served and returned in
21 such manner and at such times as the city council
22 may by ordinance direct.

1 Section 2. Said Part lis hereby amended by
2 striking out section five and inserting in place
3 thereof the following: Section 5. At such
4 municipal election the qualified voters shall give
5 in their votes by ballot for mayor, aldermen,
6 common councilmen, and school committee, in
7 accordance with the provisions of this act and
8 the laws of the commonwealth. Any person

9 receiving the highest number of votes for any
10 office shall be deemed and declared to be elected
11 to such office; and whenever two or more per-
-12 sons a 'e to be elected to the same office the several
13 persons, to the number required to be chosen,
14 receiving the highest number of votes shad! be
15 deemed and declared to be elected, and each
16 person so elected shall be notified of his election
17 in writing by the city clerk. If there is no
18 choice for mayor, or if the person elected mayor
19 shall refuse to accept the office or shall die before
20 qualifying, or if a vacancy in said office shall
21 occur subsequently, the city council shall in
22 joint convention elect by ballot a qualified voter
23 of said city, who shall be a member of the same
24 political party as the candidate for mayor who
25 received the highest number of votes for said
26 office at the preceding biennial city election, to
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27 serve as mayor until his successor is duly elected
28 at the next biennial city election and has duly
29 qualified therefor. If the full number of members
30 of either branch of the city council shall fail to be
31 elected, or a vacancy shall occur in either branch,
32 such branch shall declare a vacancy or vacancies
33 to exist; thereupon the city council shall fill the
34 vacancy by ballot. The person thus elected to
35 fill a vacancy shall be of the same political party
36 and be a qualified voter of the same ward as his
37 predecessor, and shall hold office for the re-
-38 mainder of the term.

1 Section 3. Said Part I, as affected by section
2 one of chapter one hundred and seven of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and twelve, and as amended
4 by section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-5 four of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
6 nineteen, is hereby further amended by striking

7 out section nine and inserting in place thereof the
8 following: Section 9. The mayor shall be
9 elected by the qualified voters of the entire city

10 and shall hold office for two years beginning with
11 the first Monday in January next succeeding his
12 election, and until his successor is elected and
13 qualified. He shall be the chief executive officer
14 of the city, and it shall be his duty to be active
15 and vigilant in causing the laws, ordinances and
16 regulations of the city to be enforced, and to keep

17 a general supervision over the conduct of all
18 subordinate officers. He shall have the power of

19 veto provided by general law. He may suspend
20 any officer, and may suspend any work or pay-
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21 ment whether on contract or otherwise for a
22 period not exceeding seven days, but in such case
23 he shall report his action with his reasons therefor
24 to the city council, which shall take immediate
25 action thereon. He may call special meetings of
26 the city council or either branch thereof, when in
27 his opinion the interests of the city require it, by
28 causing notices to be left at the usual place of
29 residence of each member of the board or boards
30 to be convened. He shall from time to time com-
-31 municate to the city council or either branch
32 thereof such information and recommend such
33 measures as the business and interests of the city
34 may in his opinion require. He shall, when pres-
-35 ent, preside in the board of aldermen and in
36 convention of the twro boards, but shall have no

37 vote. He shall receive a salary not exceeding
38 eighteen hundred dollars per annum, and the
39 same shall be payable at stated periods. He
40 shall receive no other compensation for his serv-
-41 ices.

1 Section 4. Said Part I is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section eleven and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following: Section
4 11. Pending the election of a mayor as provided
5 in section five, or in case of the mayor’s absence
6 from the city, or of his inability from other cause
7 to perform the duties of his office, the president
8 of the board of aldermen shall, under the style of
9 acting mayor, exercise the powers and perform

10 the duties of mayor, except that he shall not,
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11 unless authorized thereto in a special instance by
12 the city council, make any permanent appoint-
-13 ment or removal from office; nor shall he, unless
14 such disability of the mayor has continued at
15 least nine days, or unless the office of mayor has
16 become vacant, have power to approve or dis-
-17 approve any ordinance, order, resolution or vote
18 of the city council.

1 Section 5. Said Part lis hereby amended by
2 striking out section twelve and inserting in place

3 thereof the following: Section 12. One alder
4 man shall be elected at large from the qualified
5 voters of each ward, after nomination by the
6 voters of the ward wherein he resides, and shall
7 hold office for two years from the first Monday of
8 January next succeeding his election. The mem-
-9 bers of the common council elected in December,

10 nineteen hundred and twenty-one, to hold office
11 until the first Monday of January, nineteen hun-
-12 dred and twenty-four, shall continue to hold office
13 until the first Monday of January, nineteen hun-
-14 dred and twenty-five. At the biennial municipal
15 election in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-16 two, three members of the common council shall
17 Ire elected by and from the qualified voters of the
18 entire city, to serve for two years from the first
19 Monday of January following, and at the biennial
20 municipal election in the year nineteen hundred
21 and twenty-four, and at each such election there-
-22 after, one common councilman shall be elected by
23 and from the voters of each ward, and three com-
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24 mon councilmen shall be elected at large, to serve
25 for two years from the following first Monday of
26 January. No person shall be eligible for election
27 as alderman or common councilman who is not
28 at the time of his election a resident of the ward
29 from which he is chosen, except councilmen at
30 large, but a subsequent removal to another ward
31 of said city shall not disqualify any such officer
32 from discharging the duties of his office. The
33 aldermen and common councilmen shall be sworn
34 to the faithful discharge of their duties, and they
35 shall receive no compensation for their services.
36 A majority of each board shall constitute a quo-
-37 rum for the transaction of business.

1 Section 6. Section thirteen of said Part lis
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “January”, in the first line, the words: next
4 succeeding a biennial municipal election, —by
5 striking out in the thirteenth fine the words
6 “municipal year”, and inserting in place thereof
7 the words: two years for which the council is
8 elected, and by inserting after the word “presi-
-9 dent”, in the sixteenth line, the words: who

10 shall serve for the two years for which the board
11 is elected and, so as to read as follow
12 Section 13. On the first Monday of January next
13 succeeding a biennial municipal election at ten
14 o’clock in the forenoon, the mayor, aldermen and
15 common councilmen elect shall meet in joint con-
-16 vention, when they shall be sworn to the faithful
17 discharge of the duties of their respective offices
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18 The oath may be administered by the city clerk
19 or by any justice of the peace, and a certificate of
20 such oath having been taken shall be entered on
21 the journals of the board of aldermen and of the
22 common council by their respective clerks. After
23 the oath has been administered as aforesaid the
24 two boards shall separate. The common council
25 shall be organized by the choice of a president and
26 clerk, to hold their offices respectively during the
27 two years for which the council is elected. The
28 clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of
29 his duties, and his compensation shall be fixed by
30 concurrent vote of the city council. The board
31 of aldermen shall choose a president, who shall
32 serve for the two years for which the board is
33 elected and who shall preside at the meetings of
34 the board of aldermen and of the two councils in
35 joint convention in the absence of the mayor. In

36 case of the absence of the mayor-elect on the first

37 Monday of January, or if the mayor shall not
38 have been elected, the city council shall organize
39 itself in the manner hereinbefore provided, and
40 mav proceed to business in the same manner as

41 if the mayor were present, and the oath of office
42 may at any time thereafter be administered to the
43 mayor and any member of the city council who
44 has been previously absent or has been subse-
45 quently elected, and every oath shall be duly cer-

46 tiffed as aforesaid. Each board shall keep a record
47 of its own proceedings and be the judge of the
48 election of its own members.
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1 Section 7. Section twenty-six of said Part I,
2 providing for a board of commissioners of the
3 sinking fund of said city, is hereby repealed, and
4 the said board is hereby abolished.

1 Section 8. Section thirty-four of said Part I
2 is hereby amended by striking out the second sen-
-3 tence, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 —At the biennial municipal election in the year
5 nineteen hundred and twenty-two and at each
6 biennial election thereafter as many members of
7 the school committee shall be elected as there are
8 members whose terms expire on the first Monday
9 of January next following to serve for four years

10 begining with said first Monday. The members
11 of said committee elected in the year nineteen
12 hundred and twenty, to serve until the first
13 Monday in January nineteen hundred and
14 twenty-four, shall continue to serve until the
15 first Monday in January, nineteen hundred and
16 twenty-five and their successors shall be elected
17 for terms of four years at the biennial municipal
18 election in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-19 four; and by striking out the word “annually”
20 in the sixteenth line and inserting in place thereof
21 the word: biennially,—-so as to read as fol-
-22 lows: —-Section 3J+. The school committee shall
23 consist of the mayor, ex officio, who shall be
24 chairman of the board, and fourteen other per-
-25 sons, inhabitants of said city, of whom two shall
26 be elected by ballot from each ward by the qual-
-27 ified voters in said ward. At the biennial munici-
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28 pal elections in the year nineteen hundred and
29 twenty-two and at each biennial election there-
-30 after as many members of the school committee
31 shall be elected as there are members whose
32 terms expire on the first Monday of January next
33 following, to serve dor four years beginning with
34 said first Monday. The members of said com-
-35 mittee elected in the year nineteen hundred and
36 twenty, to serve until the first Monday in Janu-
-37 ary, nineteen hundred and twenty-four, shall
38 continue to serve until the first Monday in Janu-
-39 ary, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and their
40 successors shall be elected for terms of four
41 years at the biennial municipal election in the
42 year nineteen hundred and twenty-four. Any
43 vacancy occurring in said committee may be
44 filled by ballot for the remainder of the municipal
45 year by the joint ballot of the city council and
46 school committee in convention; and for the
47 unexpired term thereafter shall be filled at the
48 first municipal election after such vacancy occurs.
49 The members of the committee shall serve without
50 compensation. Said committee shall biennially
51 elect one of their number as chairman, to serve
52 in the absence of the mayor. Said committee shall
53 annually appoint one of their number to attend
54 the meetings of the board of aldermen and com-
-55 mon council for the purpose hereinafter men-
-56 tioned, and said committee shall annually appoint
57 a secretary, one of their number, who shall be
58 under their direction and control. They shall
59 annually appoint, but not of their own number, a
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60 superintendent of schools. The committee shall

61 fix the salaries of such secretary and superin-

-62 tendent and may remove them for sufficient cause.

1 Section 9. A vote on the question of granting
2 licenses for the sale of certain non-intoxicating

3 beverages, required by chapter one hundred and

4 thirty-eight of the General Laws, or by any other
5 general provision of law, so long as said laws shall
6 be in effect, shall hereafter be taken biennial!}

7 in said city at the biennial election herein provided
8 for

1 Section 10. This act shall be submitted to

2 the voters of said city of Pittsfield at the state

3 election to be held in nineteen hundred and

4 twenty-two, in the form of the following question

sto be placed upon the ballot; "Shall an act of
6 the general court of nineteen hundred and twenty-

o , ,

7 two, providing for biennial municipal elections in

8 the city of Pittsfield and abolishing the board on

9 commissioners of the sinking fund, be accepted.

10 If a majority of the votes cast upon said question
11 are in the affirmative, this act shall take effect,
12 but not otherwise.




