
To accompany the petition of Michael Cashman, mayor, and another
that a method be provided for recalling the mayor of the city of New-
buryport. Cities.

AN ACT
To provide a Method of Recalling the Mayor of the

City of Newburyport.

1 Section 1. The mayor of the city of New-
2 buryport may be removed at any time by the
3 registered voters in accordance with the following
4 procedure:
5 A petition signed by a number of such voters
6 equal to at least tw Tenty-five per cent of the num-

-7 ber of registered voters participating in the last
8 preceding annual election, demanding the elec-
-9 tion of a successor to the person sought to be

10 removed, shall be filed in the office of the city
11 clerk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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12 The petition shall contain a general statement
13 of the grounds upon which the removal is sought.
14 It need not be on one paper, but may consist of
15 several distinct papers, each containing the said
16 demand, and substantially upon the same
17 grounds, and all papers containing the said de-
-18 mand and statement, which, in any one day, shall
19 be filed in the office of the city clerk, shall be
20 deemed parts of the same petition. Each signer
21 shall add to his signature his place of residence,
22 giving the street and number, if any. One signer
23 of every such paper shall make oath, upon his
24 information and belief, before a notary public,
25 or a justice of the peace, that the statements
26 therein made are true, and that each signature
27 to the paper is genuine.
28 Within ten after the filing of such a peti-
-29 tion, the city clerk, with the assistance of the
30 registrars of voters, shall examine the petition to
31 ascertain the numerical sufficiency of the signers,
32 as above defined, and shall attach to the petition
33 his certificate, stating the result of his examina-
-34 tion.
35 If, from the clerk’s certificate, the petition
36 appears not to have been signed by the requisite
37 number of voters, it may be supplemented,
38 within ten days after the date of such certificate,
39 by other papers, signed and sworn to as aforesaid,
40 and all such other papers, containing a like de-
-41 mand and statement, and signed and sworn to as

42 aforesaid, shall be deemed supplemental to the
43 original petition.



1922.] SENATE No. 332. 6

The citjr clerk shall, within ten days after such
supplementation, make a like examination of the
amended petition, and attach thereto a new cer-
tificate and if it appears from such new certificate
that the petition is still numerically insufficient, it
shall be returned to the person or persons who
filed the same, without prejudice, however, to the
filing of a new petition seeking a like object.
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If the petition as originally filed or as supple-
mented, shall be certified by the city clerk to be
sufficient, he shall without delay present the same
to the city council which shall call the election
so demanded, fix a date and make or cause to be
made all arrangements for holding the same,
which shall not be less than sixty, nor more than
seventy, days after the date of the presentation of
the petition by the city clerk. Such election shall
be held and conducted, returns thereof made and
the results thereof declared in all respects as in
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the case of other citv election63
Any person sought to be removed may be a

candidate at the said election, and, unless he re-
64
65
66 quests otherwise in writing, the city clerk shall
67 place his name on the official ballot without
68 nomination. The person receiving the highest
69 number of votes shall be declared elected. If
70 some person other than the incumbent receives
71 the highest number of votes, the incumbent shall
72 thereupon be deemed to be removed from office,
73 and such person shall succeed to the office for
74 the remainder of the term. In case a person,
75 other than the incumbent, receiving the highest
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76 number of votes, shall fail to make oath before
77 the city clerk or a justice of the peace, within
78 thirty days after his election, faithfully to per-
-79 form the duties of the office, the office shall be
80 deemed vacant. If the incumbent receives the
81 highest number of votes, he shall continue in office
82 until the end of the term which he was serving
83 at the time of such election, unless sooner re-
-84 moved therefrom by new and like proceedings.
85 The name of no candidate other than the person
86 sought to be removed shall be printed on the
87 official ballots to be used at such election, unless
88 such candidate be nominated as hereinbefore pro-
-89 vided at a preliminary election; provided, that
90 if the person sought to be removed is a candidate,
91 the person receiving the highest number of votes
92 at the preliminary election shall be the only other
93 candidate for said office, except in case of a tie
94 vote as hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the
2 voters of the said city of Newburyport at the state
3 election in said city in the current year, in the
4 form of the following question to be placed upon
5 the official ballot: - Shall an act of the General
6 Court passed in the current year, entitled “An act
7 to provide a method of recalling the mayor of the
8 city of Newburyport”, be accepted? And if a
9 majority of said voters vote in the affirmative,

10 this act shall take effect; not otherwise.


