
Executive Department

To the Honorable Smate and House of Representatives.
I am returning herewith,

Resolve No. 497, entitled,
preparation of plans by the
sion for the Filtration of the
the South Sudbury System.’

without my approval, Senate
“A Resolve providing for the
Metropolitan District Commis-
Waters of Lake Cochituate and

The Resolve, as its title indicates, directs the Metropoli-
tan District Commission to prepare plans for the filtration
of the waters of Lake Cochituate and the South Sudbury
System and to submit such plans with estimates of cost to
the next annual session of the General Court, with drafts of
such proposed legislation as may be necessary to carry out
such plans.

The Resolve carries no appropriation for the required
work. Adequate and proper filtration systems will probably
cost from $2,500,000 to $3,000,000. The City of Cambridge
is now spending $725,000 on a filtration system to care for
about one quarter the amount of water contemplated in the
present Resolve. It is estimated that to build a filter for
Lake Cochituate alone would cost $1,000,000 and the South
Sudbury waters are several times larger than Cochituate.
On the basis of a total cost of $.3,000,000 for filters the
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probable cost of complete plans and estimates, on a two per
cent basis, would be $60,000. It is not likely in any event
that reliable plans could be prepared for less than $40,000.
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It has been suggested that plans may be prepared for
temporary or emergency filters and that the cost would be
comparatively small, but it is to be assumed that the Leg-
islature desires a real and not a makeshift solution of the
problem of filtration.
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