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Chap. 267. AN ACT ESTABLISHING IN THE TOWN OF MANCHESTER A 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS EXERCISING THE 
POWERS OF CERTAIN OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND TOWN 
OFFICIALS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. There is hereby established in the town of Man

chester a board of public works, hereinafter called the board, to 
consist of five members. The initial members thereof shall be 
elected at the first annual meeting after the effective date of this 
act, one to serve for one year, two for two years, and two for three 
years from the date of the annual meeting at which they are 
elected. Thereafter when the term of any member expires, his 
successor shall be elected to serve for three years. In all cases the 
members shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified. 
The members of the board shall, after each election, one of its 
members to act as chairman for the ensuing year. No person shall 
serve on the board who holds another elective office in the town or 
who is a town employee. 

SECTION 2. Upon the election and qualification of the initial 
members of the board, it shall have all the powers and duties now 
and from time to time vested by the general laws or town by-law or 
special act in the following boards, departments and offices, or in 
boards, departments and offices having corresponding powers and 
duties in the town of Manchester to wit: park commissioners, 
cemetery commissioners, tree warden, highway superintendent, 
and such boards, offices and departments shall be abolished. No 
contracts or liabilities then in force shall be affected by such 
abolition, but the board of public works shall in all respects be the 
lawful successor of the boards, departments and offices so abol
ished. 

The board shall have such added powers with respect to public 
works as the town may from time to time by by-law provide, any 
other provisions of the law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SECTION 3. The board shall appoint a director of public works, 
who shall exercise and perform, under its supervision and 
direction, such of the powers, rights and duties transferred to it 
under section two as it may from time to time designate. He shall 
be responsible for the efficient exercise and performance of such 
powers, rights and duties and shall hold office subject to the will 
of the board. His removal must be preceded by a written notice, 
given to him, which notice must specify the reasons for which he is 
to be removed, such notice to be given at least fourteen days prior 
to his removal. The board may suspend him from the exercise of 
any of the powers, rights and duties of his office during the 
pendency of such notice period. At his request, he shall be entitled 
to a public hearing on the charges brought against him. 

His compensation shall be fixed in accordance with the per
sonnel by-laws. He shall be especially fitted by education, training 
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and experience to perform the duties of said office, and may or 
may not be a resident of the town during his tenure of office. 

During his tenure he shall hold no elective office nor shall he be 
engaged in any other business or occupation. He shall give to the 
town a bond with a surety company authorized to transact busi
ness in the commonwealth as surety, for the faithful performance 
of his duties in such sum and upon such conditions as the board 
may require, and shall, subject to the approval of the board and 
the appropriation of funds by the town meeting, appoint such 
assistants, agents and employees as the exercise and performance 
of his powers, rights and duties may require. He shall keep full and 
complete records of the doings of his office and shall render to the 
board, as often as it may require, a full report of all operations 
under his control during the period reported upon; and annually, 
and from time to time as required by the board, he shall make a 
synopsis of such reports for publication. He shall keep the board 
fully advised as to the needs of the town within the scope of his 
duties and shall annually furnish to the board, no less than one 
hundred and twenty days prior to the annual town meeting of the 
town, a carefully prepared and detailed estimate in writing of the 
appropriations required during the next succeeding fiscal year for 
the proper exercise and performance of all said powers, rights and 
duties. 

SECTION 4. The office of town engineer is hereby abolished as 
of the election and qualification of the initial members of the 
board. The director of public works shall be responsible for fur
nishing to the town the engineering services heretofore furnished 
by the town engineer. Nothing herein shall prevent the town from 
later providing by by-law for an additional employee to furnish 
such engineering services under the supervision of the director. 

SECTION 5. The board may appoint a temporary acting 
director to serve during any vacancy of the office of director for a 
period of up to six months. 

SECTION 6. Upon the election and qualification of the initial 
members of the board, all of the persons who immediately prior to 
such election held the offices of park commissioner, cemetery 
commissioner, and tree warden, except any who were elected to 
the board, shall become members of an advisory committee to the 
board of public works. Each of them shall serve for a term of three 
years. Upon the expiration of the term of a member, or the occur
rence of a vacancy for any other reason, the board may appoint a 
person to fill the remaining term or to commence a new three-year 
term. The committee's function shall be to give such advice to the 
board as it may from time to time request. 

SECTION 7. No person employed full-time on the effective date 
of this act in the park, cemetery or highway departments, shall be 
dismissed because of the passage thereof. Nor shall any employee 
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suffer reduction in their rank or compensation, or impairment of 
their retirement rights, or their vacation, holiday, or sick leave 
rights, or their civil service seniority and other rights in the posi
tion held on the effective date of this act. 

SECTION 8. The town may after the expiration of three years 
from the effective date of this act vote at an annual meeting to 
revoke its acceptance of the act. The question of such revocation 
shall be submitted to the voters in the form of the following ques
tion: "Shall the acceptance by the town of Manchester of an act 
passed by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and 
seventy-six, entitled 'An Act establishing in the town of Man
chester a department of public works exercising the powers of 
certain other departments and town officials', be revoked?" If a 
majority of the votes case in answer to said question is in the 
affirmative, then at the next annual town election held at least 
sixty days after said vote to rescind, the town shall elect such 
officers as are necessary to exercise and perform the powers, rights 
and duties transferred to the board of public works by said act. 
Such action shall not affect any contract or liability then created or 
existing. All general laws respecting town administration and town 
officers, and any special laws, relative to said town, the operation 
of which has been suspended or superseded by the acceptance of 
this act, shall then be in full force and effect. Any by-law incon
sistent with such special or general laws shall be revoked thereby. 
Any subsequent vote to rescind the acceptance of said sections 
shall not be taken more often than once in three years. 

SECTION 9. The budget for the initial fiscal year shall be pre
pared by the selectmen, in consultation with the park commission, 
cemetery commission, and tree warden, and the selectmen shall 
submit the budget for approval at the town meeting. 

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 4, 1976. 

Chap. 268. AN ACT DIRECTING THE COMMISSIONER OF MENTAL 
HEALTH TO LEASE CERTAIN LAND AT THE WRENTHAM 
STATE SCHOOL TO THE TOWN OF WRENTHAM. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to authorize immediately the 
lease by the department of mental health to the town of Wrentham 
of certain land in said town, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The commissioner of mental health, acting for and 
on behalf of the commonwealth, is hereby authorized and directed 


