
SENATE . . . .  No. 333

antic Commontoealti) of sgassacfm setts.

S e n a te , March 11, 1925.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom 
was referred the Senate Bill to make legal the issuing of 
permits to move special loads over through routes of the 
commonwealth in excess of twenty-eight thousand pounds 
and twenty-eight feet in length (Senate, No. 153), report 
recommending that the same be amended by substituting 
therefor a New Draft entitled “ An Act authorizing the issue 
of permits to move over certain through routes loads in 
excess of fourteen tons in weight or of twenty-eight feet in 
length (Senate, No. 333), and that, when so amended, the 
same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

CHARLES H. H ARTSH O RN .



C l)t Commontoealt& of M assachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five
 ------------------

An Act authorizing the Issue of Permits to Move 
over Certain Through Routes Loads in excess of 
Fourteen Tons in weight or of Twenty-eight Feet 
in Length.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Chapter ninety of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 nineteen and inserting in place thereof the fol-
4 lowing: —
5 Section 19. No commercial motor vehicle,
6 motor truck or trailer, the outside width of which
7 is more than ninety-six inches or the extreme
8 over-all length of which exceeds twenty-eight
9 feet, shall be operated on any way, except that •

10 such a vehicle exceeding twenty-eight feet may
11 be operated when a special permit so to operate L
12 is secured from the superintendent of streets,
13 selectmen, or local authorities, having charge of L
14 the repair and maintenance of highways in the
15 several cities and towns, or in the case of state
16 highways and ways determined by the depart-
17 ment of public works to be through routes, from
18 the commissioner of public works, and in the case
19 of other highways, from the county commis-



20 sioners having jurisdiction thereof. The afore-
21 said dimensions shall be inclusive of the load.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Section thirty of chapter eighty-
2 five of the General Laws, as amended by chapter
3 five hundred and twenty-six of the acts of nine-
4 teen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “ w ay” , in
6 the eighth line, the following: —  or in case of a
7 way determined by the department of public
8 works to be a through route, from the commis-
9 sioner of public works, —  so as to read as fol-

10 lows: —- Section 30. No vehicle shall travel or
11 object be moved on any public way which has
12 any device attached to or made a part of its
13 wheels or the rollers or other supports on which it
14 rests, which will injure the surface of the way;
15 nor shall any vehicle travel or object be moved on
16 any public way which with its load weighs more
17 than fourteen tons, without a permit from the
18 board or officer having charge of such way, or in
19 case of a way determined by the department of
20 public works to be a through route, from the
21 commissioner of public works. No vehicle shall
22 travel or object be m oved on any public way
23 outside of the metropolitan parks or sewerage
24 districts, the weight of which resting on the sur-
25 face of such way exceeds eight hundred pounds
26 upon any inch of the tire, roller or other support
27 without such permit. Such permit may limit the
28 time within which it shall be in force and the
29 ways which may be used and may contain any



30 provisions or conditions necessary for the pro-
31 tection of such ways from injury. If, in the
32 opinion of the board or officer having charge of
33 any public way, the travel or moving thereon at
34 any season of the year of any vehicle or object
35 which with its load weighs more than ten thou-
36 sand pounds, would cause injury to such way
37 more serious than the ordinary wear and tear
38 which the type of construction of such way is ‘
39 designed to withstand, such board or officer may
40 by  regulation prohibit such vehicle or object from
41 passing over such way during such season without [;
42 a permit therefor. All such regulations shall, j

43 when affecting ways which are determined by
44 the department of public works to be through
45 routes, be subject to the approval of such de-
46 partment. Such regulations shall be published
47 and shall take effect as provided in case of rules
48 and orders under section twenty-two of chapter
49 forty and shall be posted in a conspicuous place
50 at both ends of the part of said way from which
51 traffic is prohibited thereby. Any person driving,
52 operating or moving a vehicle or object in viola-
53 tion of this section or of any regulation adopted
54 hereunder, or the owner thereof, shall be liable in
55 tort to the body politic or corporate having charge
56 of the way for any injury to the way thereby
57 caused.


