
Senate, March 16, 1925.
The committee on Public Service to whom was referredthe petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 15) of

James P. Munroe and another for a further regulation ofemployment under the civil service laws, report the accom-
panying Bill (Seriate, No. 341).

For the committee.

HARRY P. GIFFORD.

Representatives Ames of Lynn, Griffin of Abington.Woolfenden of New Bedford, O’Kane of Dudley, Garrettof Boston, Warren of Lawrence and Hearn of Boston,dissenting-.

SENATE No. 341

Cl3c Conimoniuealti) of Massachusetts.



SENATE No. 341. [Mar,9

Cf)t Commontocaltl) of s@assactmsetto.

An Act relative to the Removal, Suspension or other
Changes in Status of Veterans in the Public
Service.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter
2 thirty-one of the General Laws is hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Section forty-two Aof said chap-
-2 ter thirty-one, inserted therein by chapter two
3 hundred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three, is hereby amended
5 by striking out in the first and second lines the
6 words, “Except as provided in section twenty-six,
7 every ”, and inserting in place thereof the word:
8 Every, so as to read as follows: Section 42A.
9 Every police officer holding an office classified

10 under the civil service rules, in any city except
11 Boston or in any town, whether for a definite or
12 stated term or otherwise, shall hold such office
13 continuously during good behavior and shall not
14 be removed nor, except as otherwise provided
15 herein, be suspended or, without his consent, be
16 transferred from such office, nor shall he be

17 lowered in rank or compensation, nor shall his
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18 office be abolished, except after a full hearing of
19 which he shall have at least seventy-two hours’
20 written notice, with a statement of the reasons
21 for the contemplated removal, suspension, trans-
-22 fer, lowering in rank or compensation, or abolition
23 of office, and except upon a written order stating
24 fully and specifically the causes therefor made
25 after a hearing as aforesaid and signed by the
26 board or officer before whom the hearing is held.
27 Such a police officer may, however, be tempo-
-28 rarily suspended without such notice when neces-
-29 sary as a matter of police discipline, but only for
30 just cause and for reasons specifically given him
31 in writing within twenty-four hours after such
32 suspension. If within three days thereafter the
33 police officer so suspended shall so request in
34 writing he shall be given a public hearing in not
35 less than three nor more than fourteen days after
36 the filing of the request. Any hearing under this
37 section shall, if the police officer so requests in
38 writing, be public and shall be held before the
39 officer or board having power of appointment and
40 removal. Any such hearing may be continued
41 from time to time, if said board or officer and the
42 police officer concerned agree thereto. At any
43 such hearing charges shall be made by the officer
44 in command of the department or of the district
45 where the police officer is on duty or by any person
46 designated by the official in command of the de-
-47 partment, and the police officer concerned .shall be
48 allowed to answer the charges preferred against
49 him, either personally or by counsel. Said police
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50 officer shall be notified in writing, within three
51 days after the hearing, of the decision at such
52 hearing. A copy of the reasons, notice and
53 answers and of the order of removal, suspension,
54 transfer, lowering in rank or compensation, or
55 abolition of office shall be made a matter of public
56 record.

1 Section 3. Section forty-five of said chapter
2 thirty-one is hereby amended by striking out in
3 the second and third lines the words “either of
4 the two preceding sections, or after an order under
5 section twenty-six or”, and by inserting in place
6 thereof the words: section forty-three, or after,
7 —so as to read as follows: Section 45. Within

hearing provided for in sec-
after action under section
so removed, transferred or

8 thirty days after the
9 tion forty-three, or

10 forty-six, the person
11 lowered in rank or c jmpensation, or suspended,
12 or whose office or position is abolished, except
13 members of the police department of Boston, the
14 police of the metropolitan district commission
15 and the state police, may bring a petition in the
16 district court of the judicial district where such
17 person resides, addressed to the justice of the
18 court, praying that the action of the officer or
19 board may be reviewed by the court, and after
20 such notice to such officer or board as the court
21 deems necessary, it shall review such action, hear
22 the witnesses, and shall affirm the decision of the
23 officer or board unless it shall appear that it was
24 made without proper cause or in bad faith, m
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25 which case said decision shall be reversed and the
26 petitioner be reinstated in his office without loss
27 of compensation. The decision of the court shall
28 be final and conclusive upon the parties.

1 Section 4. Section forty-six of said chapter
2 thirty-one is hereby amended by striking out in
3 the first line the words “Except as provided in
4 section twenty-six, an”, and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: An, so as to read as fol-
-6 lows: Section 4-6. An officer or employee of the
7 state prison, of the refc
8 prison camp and hosj:
9 setts reformatory, sm

10 pended, lowered in r
11 transferred, shall be

■rmatory for women, of the
ital, or of the Massachu-
ght to be removed, sus-
ank or compensation, or
notified of the proposed

12 action, and shall be furnished a copy of the reasons
13 therefor as required by section forty-three, and
14 shall, if he so requests in writing, be given am writing, be given

15 hearing before the commissioner of correction
16 and be allowed to answer any charges preferred
17 against him, cither personally or by counsel.
18 Said commissioner, after hearing the officer pre-
-19 ferring the charges, and the officer or employee
20 in question, together with such witnesses as
21 either of the parties may produce, shall dcter-
-22 mine whether or not the reasons for such proposed
23 removal, suspension, lowering in rank or com-
-24 pensation, or transfer, are just and sufficient, and
25 shall certify his finding to the head of the insti-
-26 tution in which such officer or employee is em-
-27 ployed, who shall, if the reasons given have been
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sustained by the finding, forthwith remove from
office or employment, suspend, lower in rank or
compensation, or transfer the officer or employee
in question, subject to the right of judicial re-
view provided by the preceding section. If said
commissioner finds that such reasons are not
just and sufficient, the head of the institution
in which the officer or employee is employed shall
continue him in service or, if he has temporarily
been suspended, shall forthwith restore him to
duty or to his original rank or compensation, as
the case may be. A copy of the reasons, notice,
answer, finding, and order of removal, suspen-

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

sion, lowering in rank or compensation, or trans-
fer, shall, in each case, be filed in the office of the
division and made a matter of public record.
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