
SENATE . . . .  No. 348

To accompany the petition of William A. Bullivant, mayor, and 
another that the city of Brockton be authorized to accept in trust a 
conveyance of the Grand Army building in that city. Cities.

€& e C o m n to n tu e a ltf)  of e^aooacfjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to authorize the C ity  o f B rockton  to accept 
in Trust a C onveyance o f the Grand A rm y Build
ing in that City.

1 Whereas, The surviving members of Fletcher
2 Webster Post N o. 13, Grand A rm y of the R epub-
3 lie, realizing that their ranks are rapidly thinning
4 and that only a short tim e will elapse when the
5 last Comrade shall have answered the call of the
6 Great Commander, desire to  take such steps as
7 shall serve to perpetuate the m em ory o f the men
8 who fought in the civil w ar; and with this end
9 in view, and to show their loyalty , patriotism ,

10 and love for the city  o f Brockton , they desire to
11 convey to the city  of B rockton  the property  on
12 East Elm street known as Grand A rm y H all;
13 therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follow s:

1 S e c t i o n  1. In pursuance of a vote  the F let-
2 cher W ebster Corporation at a regular m eeting
3 held January twenty-eight, nineteen hundred



4 and tw enty-five, which vote was signed by George
5 A . Grant, president, and Alvah Withee, clerk,
6 and attested as official b y  Andrew C. Gibbs, com-
7 mander of Fletcher W ebster Post, No. 13, Grand
8 A rm y of the Republic and Alvah Withee, adju-
9 tant, directing the board of trustees to take

10 action with a view  to turning over to the city of
11 B rockton the property on East Elm street known
12 as Grand A rm y Hall for a memorial building;
13 the Fletcher W ebster Corporation and Fletcher
14 W ebster Post N o. 13, Grand Army of the Re-
15 public, acting b y  the following members of the
16 post and persons of said association, namely,
17 George A. Grant, president of the trustees, Alvah
18 W ithee, clerk, and George A. Grant, Benjamin
19 Ford, Thom as F. Palmer, Oliver F. Hayes, John
20 F. Lufkin, or a m ajority of the said persons or
21 of their successors as trustees of said association,
22 are hereby authorized to  convey in trust to the
23 city  of Brockton the Grand Army Building on
24 East Elm street in said city  and the land appur-
25 tenant thereto and the city  of Brockton is hereby
26 authorized to accept the same upon the terms and
27 conditions hereinafter set forth.

1 S e c t i o n  2. The city  of Brockton, by its ac-
2 ceptance of the conveyance authorized by this
3 act, shall forever maintain the said building as a
4 m emorial to  the men of Brockton who served in
5 the arm y or navy of the United States in the
6 civil war, shall keep the building in good repair
7 and properly equipped, heated and lighted, and



8 shall replace it if it shall be destroyed b y  fire or
9 otherwise, shall preserve the main hall and the

10 pictures therein, so far as possible, in the same
11 condition in which they now  are, and shall per-
12 mit the use of said hall, b y  the follow ing patri-
13 otic orders, Sons of Veterans, Sons of Veteran
14 Auxiliary, Daughters of Veterans, Spanish W ar
15 Veterans, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign
16 Wars, Fletcher W ebster W om en ’s Relief Corps, or
17 such other permanent patriotic organization as
18 may be hereafter form ed for the purpose of per-
19 petuating the m em ory o f the Grand A rm y of
20 the Republic and the principles for which they
21 offered their lives, at a nominal rental to cover
22 expenses. Said hall m ay also be used for meet-
23 ings of the inhabitants of the city  of Brockton
24 for patriotic, charitable, benevolent or educa-
25 tional purposes, and for meetings or entertain-
26 ments, given b y  churches or b y  religious, chari-
27 table or benevolent societies when such use does
28 not conflict with the use b y  the orders hereto-
29 fore specifically named, at such rental as the
30 trustees m ay deem expedient and proper.

1 S e c t i o n  3. The city shall also on every memo-
2 rial day place a flag of the United States upon
3 every grave or tom b in the city  in which is
4 buried or placed the bod y  of any soldier or sailor
5 who served in the arm y or navy of the United
6 States during the civil war.

1 S e c t i o n  4. The powers and duties hereby
2 conferred and imposed upon the city  of Brock-



3 ton shall be exercised and performed by an un-
4 paid board of seven trustees to be appointed by
5 the m ayor, with the approval of the city council, 
G to  serve for terms of three years, except that of
7 the initial appointees two shall serve for two
8 years, tw o for three years, and three for four
9 years. A n y  vacancy shall be filled in the same

10 manner as the original appointment. A majority
11 of the trustees shall always be descendants of
12 men who served in the army or navy of the
13 United States during the civil war, and were
14 honorably discharged therefrom : provided, that
15 a sufficient number of such persons suitable so to
16 serve can be obtained. Preference in the office
17 of trustee shall next be given to persons who have
18 served in the arm y or navy of the United States
19 and have received an honorable discharge or re-
20 lease therefrom. N o person, however, shall be
21 appointed as trustee unless he is a native-born
22 citizen of the United States, is above the age of
23 thirty years, and has been a resident of the city
24 of B rockton for at least five consecutive years
25 preceding his appointm ent. The mayor shall
26 designate one member of the board as chairman,
27 and the board shall elect one of its members as
28 secretary. A ny member or members of said
29 board m ay be rem oved b y  the m ayor for cause.
30 The trustees shall have charge and care of the
31 building and of its maintenance and use, subject
32 to  approval of the m ayor and of the city council.
33 T hey shall appoint a custodian therefor, and shall
34 fix his compensation, but the custodian may at



35 any time be rem oved b y  the trustees, or a m ajor-
36 ity of them, w ithout such approval. The trustees
37 may appoint other necessary officers or employees
38 for the care of the building, and m ay fix their
39 compensation. The trustees shall fix and receive
40 any rentals to be derived from  the use of any
41 part of the present building, and shall devote
42 the proceeds to  its maintenance, and shall use
43 any surplus for the relief of indigent families or
44 descendants of persons who served in the arm y
45 or navy of the United States in tim e of war, and
46 were honorably discharged from  such service or
47 released from  active duty therein, or for charita-
48 ble, patriotic or benevolent purposes by  the
49 board of trustees, subject to  the approval of
50 the mayor. The trustees m ay, with the approval
51 of the m ayor and city  council, at any time, sub-
52 ject to any existing lease, devote the whole
53 building to the purposes set forth in this act, and
54 shall make all necessary rules and regulations
55 relative thereto.

1 S e c t i o n  5 . The property above described
2 shall be turned over to the city  of B rockton at
3 such time, and under such further conditions or
4 regulations, as m ay be agreed upon within one
5 year from the date of the passage of this act be-
6 tween the city  of B rockton  and the said Fletcher
7 Webster Corporation.

1 S e c t io n  6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








