
Senate, March 15, 1926.

The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading to
which was referred the Senate Bill relative to the
'construction of hospitals in the city of Boston (printed
as House, No. 1083), reports recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
entitled “An Act relative to hospital buildings in the
city of Boston” (Senate, No. 321), and that, when so
amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

J. BRADFORD DAVIS.

SENATE No. 321
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to Hospital Buildings in the City of
Boston.

1 Section 1. Every building in the city of Boston
2 hereafter erected, altered or designed for use or
3 occupation as a hospital shall he provided with not
4 less than two fireproof enclosed stairways, and such
5 additional like stairways as the building commis-
-6 sioner of said city, in this act called the comissioner,
7 may determine, to be necessary. All of said stair-
-8 ways shall be so located with the approval of the
9 commissioner as to furnish a ready and un-

10 obstructed means of egress from all parts of the
11 building. All of said stairways and the stair land-
-12 ings shall have such clear width between hand rails
13 and wall as the commissioner may require, but in
14 no event less than forty-four inches, and the stair
15 landings shall be free from steps and wonders. At
16 least one of the stairways shall communicate with
17 the roof of the building, and all the stairways shall
18 have such exits to grade as the commissioner may
19 require. Such smokeproof doors shall be installed
20 in the building as the commissioner may require.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. The board of appeal provided for
2 by section six of chapter five hundred and fifty of
3 the acts of nineteen hundred and seven and amend-
-4 ments thereof shall act as a board of appeal under
5 this act and under sections one and two of chap-
-6 ter one hundred and sixty-three of the Special Acts
7 of nineteen hundred and nineteen, and the members
8 thereof shall receive therefor the same compensa-
-9 tion as is provided in said section six. Any per-

-10 son aggrieved by a requirement of the commis-
-11 sioner under this act or under said sections one
12 or two, or by a refusal of the commissioner to is-
-13 sue a permit on account thereof, may appeal
14 within ninety days after being notified of such re-
-15 quirement or refusal to the board of appeal. The
16 appellant shall pay to the commissioner a fee of
17 ten dollars before his appeal shall be heard by the
18 board, and all such fees shall be deposited by the
19 commissioner with the city collector not later than
20 one week after receipt. After notice given to such
21 parties as the board shall order, a hearing shall
22 be had and the board shall affirm, annul or modify
23 the requirement or refusal of the commissioner and
24 shall notify the commissioner and the appellant
25 thereof. If the requirement or refusal is affirmed,
26 it shall have full force and effect, but if annulled
27 or modified, the commissioner shall revoke or
28 amend the requirement appealed from or shall issue
29 a permit, if a permit has been refused, in accor-
-30 dance with the decision of the board. Decisions of
31 the board hereunder shall be in writing and shall
32 require the assent of at least three members.
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Section 3. So much of said chapter one hun-
dred and sixty-three as is inconsistent herewith
shall not apply to hospital buildings described in
section one.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
passage.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence

WILLIAM H. SANGER, Clerk.

Senate, March 15, 1926.


