
Cf)c Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

Senate, April 5, 1926.

The committee on Municipal Finance to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate,
No. 1) as relates to municipal indebtedness, report the
accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 347).

For the committee,

EBEN S. DRAPER.

SENATE No. 347
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to Bills Payable to Municipalities.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter sixty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following new sentence; The tax
4 notice and bill shall state thereon that all checks,
5 drafts or money orders shall be made payable to
6 the city, town or district and not to any individual
7 officer, board, or commission, so that said section
8 will read as follows: Section 3. The collector
9 shall forthwith, after receiving a tax list and war-

-10 rant, send notice to each person assessed, resident
11 or non resident, of the amount of his tax; if mailed,
12 it shall be postpaid and directed to the town where
13 the assessed person resided on April first of the
14 year in which the tax was assessed, and, if he re-

-15 sides in a city, it shall, if possible, be directed to
16 the street and number of his residence. If he is
17 assessed for a poll tax only, the notice shall be
18 sent on or before September second of the year
19 in which the tax is assessed. An omission to send
20 the notice shall not affect the validity either of a
21 tax or of the proceedings for its collection. The

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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22 tax notice and bill shall state thereon that all checks,
23 drafts or money orders shall be made payable to the
24 city, town or district and not to any individual
25 officer, board or commission.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-
-2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the last two sentences and inserting
4 in place thereof the following: —lf they remain
5 unpaid after that date, interest shall be paid at the
6 rates above specified, computed from December
7 thirty-first until the day of payment, but if, in any
8 case, the tax bill is sent out later than December
9 twenty-sixth, said taxes shall be payable not later

10 than ten days from the day that said bill is sent
11 out, and interest shall be computed from the fif-
-12 teenth day following the date when the tax be-
-13 comes due. In all cases where interest is payable
14 it shall be added to and become a part of the tax,
15 so that said section fifty-seven will read as fol-
-16 lows: Section 57. Taxes shall be payable in
17 every city, town and district in which the same are
18 assessed, and bills for the same shall bo sent out,
19 not later than October fifteenth of each year, unless
20 by ordinance, by-law or vote of the city, town or
21 district, an earlier date of payment is fixed. On all
22 taxes remaining unpaid after the expiration of
23 seventeen days from said October fifteenth, or
24 after such longer time as may be fixed by any city,
25 town or district which fixes an earlier date for pay-
-26 ment, but not exceeding thirty days from such
27 earlier date, interest shall be paid at the following
28 rates computed from the date on which the taxes
29 become payable: at the rate of six per cent per
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30 annum on all taxes, and by way of penalty, at the ad-
-31 ditional rate of two per cent per annum on the
32 amount of all taxes in excess of two hundred dol-
-33 lars assessed to any taxpayer, in any one city or
34 town, if such taxes remain unpaid after the expira-
-35 tion of three months from the date on which they
36 became payable, but if, in any case, the tax bill is
37 sent out later than the day prescribed, interest shall
38 be computed only from the expiration of such seven-
-39 teen days or said longer time. In no case shall in-
-40 terest be added to taxes paid prior to the expiration
41 of seventeen days from the date when they are
42 payable, nor shall any city or town so fix an earlier
43 date of payment and longer time without which
44 taxes may be paid without interest as would permit
45 the payment of any taxes without interest after
46 November first of the year in which they are due.
47 Bills for taxes assessed under section seventy-five
48 shall be sent out not later than December twenty-
-49 sixth, and such taxes shall be payable not later than
50 December thirty-first. If they remain unpaid after
51 that date, interest shall be paid at the rates above
52 specified, computed from December thirty-first until
53 the day of payment, but if, in any case, the tax
54 bill is sent out later than December twenty-sixth,
55 said taxes shall be payable not later than ten days
56 from the day that said bill is sent out, and interest
57 shall be computed from the fifteenth day following
58 the date when the tax becomes due. In all cases
59 where interest is payable it shall be added to and
60 become a part of the tax.

1 Section 3. Section thirty-eight A of chapter
2 forty-one of the General Laws inserted by chapter
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3 sixteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-4 four is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
5 the following new sentence: - All bills for accounts
6 due the city or town shall state that all checks,
7 drafts or money orders shall be made payable to
8 the city or town and not to any individual officer,
9 board or commission, so that said section thirty-

-10 eight A will read as follows: Section 38A. A
11 city or town may by ordinance or by-law, notwith-
-12 standing any charter provision, provide that the
13 collector of taxes shall collect, under the title of
14 city or town collector, all accounts due the city or
15 town, and may in like manner define his powers
16 and duties in relation to the collection of such ac-
-17 counts. This section shall not apply to the collec-
ts tion of interest on investments of sinking or trust
19 funds. All bills for accounts due the city or town
20 shall state that all checks, drafts or money orders
21 shall be made payable to the city or town and not
22 to any individual officer, board or commission.




