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City of Boston, Police Department
Office of the Commissioner

To the General Court of the C Massachuse

In compliance with section 33 of chapter 30 of the General
Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the Acts
of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith such parts of
my annual report for 1926 (Pub. Doc. No. 49) as contain
recommendations for legislative action, with accompanying
bill;

Yours respectfully

HERBERT A. WILSON,
Poll

i

Cbc Commontoraltlj of asassadjusetts
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or Abandoned Property

The owner of an automobile which has been stolen or
misappropriated and found abandoned by the police, win
refuses to repossess his property after receiving written
notice of its location by the police should, in all fairne
after at least six months from the time of receiving notice,
lose the right to repossess the same, and the police depart-
ment should have the authority and right to sell these cars
in order to release the lien of the garage owner for the fair
charge for storage thereon.

for Firearm

If impediments can be placed in the way of a purchaser
who through criminality, abnormality or juvenility is unfit
to possess a firearm, serious crimes often are averted, and in
my opinion, legislation should be passed which would amend
a serious defect in the present law which allows ammunition
to be sold to minors over the age of fifteen years. Under
the present law of this state, a minor cannot obtain a permit
to carry a firearm except when he is employed by a bank or
a public utility corporation. This latter exception is in-
cluded because of the control which this type of employer
naturally has over the person selected to be licensed to carry
firearms and because the licensee although a minor is a
person who has been considered by responsible authorities as
a person to be trusted with deadly weapons. I believe the
law should be changed, therefore, so that no minor should
be allowed to buy ammunition for firearms unless he also
has a license to carry a firearm.

Relative to Reports of Treatment
Wounds caused by Firearms.

Certain

Legislation requiring physicians or persons controlling
sanitariums to report to the police of their locality when
aid has been rendered for wounds or burns caused by guns

1. Relative to the Sale by the Police of Unclaimed

2. Relative to the Sale to Minors of Ammunition
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or firearms, in my opinion, would aid the police in more
rapidly detecting criminals. The Legislature of New York
last year passed similar legislation, and I do not believe that
the reputable medical practitioners or medical societies of
this Commonwealth will oppose legislation of this type, while
the passage of such legislation will coercively control members
of the medical profession whose type of practice is more or
less under police surveillance.

4. Relative to Committing or Attempting to Commit
a Felony while Armed.

The cessation in hold-ups and crimes of violence in this
city may be attributed in a great measure to the prompt
and proper treatment of the criminals by the courts, a fact
which is readily understood by gangsters engaged in this
form of trade. In order, however, to impress more deeply
upon the limited understanding of these individuals and to
give the citizens of this state the satisfaction of knowing
that their interests are paramount to those of criminals, I
believe that legislation similar to that which was passed in
New York relative to the graduated scale of punishment of
persons arrested in the commission of a felony while armed
with a pistol or other dangerous weapon should be passed
here, inasmuch as from reputable authorities the passage of
this legislation in New York demonstrated in a very short
time that terror has been stricken into the hearts of that
type of criminal whose chief purpose is to persist in the
practice of terrorizing peaceful citizens of the community.

Owners of real estate, with their minds on overhead
charges, seem to be willing to accept as new tenants well-
known liquor traffickers. Leases under the law may be
voided where lessees or occupants engage in an unlawful
business upon the premises. Where landlords refuse to take
notice, even after police advice concerning the nature of the
business carried on by their tenants and tenant after tenant
is convicted of some one or other of the various infringe-
ments of the liquor laws, it would seem logical that the

5. Relative to Liquor Nuisances
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police should not be compelled to resort to the archaic
method of securing an interminable number of search war-
rants and find itself moving around in a circle, accomplish-
ing nothing, to the amusement of this type of lawbreakers;
but should have the same authority to eradicate from sus-
pected buildings rum “joints” by methods similar to those
now authorized by statute in eliminating houses of prosti-
tution, and I am again proposing legislation to this effect
whereby buildings may be declared by the courts to be
nuisances and enjoined as such. Equity proceedings of this
nature would produce as effective results as the application
of the so-called “padlock law” by the Federal equity courts.

Inasmuch as police departments must cope with criminals
who today are using the most modern of implements in the
commission of crime, with acetylene torches supplanting
dynamite and with machine guns as a substitute for black
jacks and brass knuckles, intelligent safeguarding by the
police of the personal and property rights of citizens demands
that every precaution be taken that a repetition of events in
a distant city be forestalled by preventive legislation making
the illegal sale, possession and use of the deadly machine
gun a felony with a substantial sentence for the conviction
of such illegal possession and use, and I advise and am sub-
mitting legislation to that effect.

6. Relative to the Illegal Possession and Use of
Machine Guns.


