
Department of Conservation
State House, Boston, November 30, 1926.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter
30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter
362 of the Acts of 1923, I submit herewith the recommen-
dations which will be contained in my annual reports (Pub.
Docs. Nos. 25, 73 and 98), together with bills embodying
the legislation recommended.

Yours very truly,

WM. A. L. BAZELEY,

HOUSE No. 17

Cfic Commontoealt}) of 6©assadnioetto

Commissioner.
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Division of Animal Industry

1. Salary of Director:— Owing to the steady growth
in the volume of business in this Division, it is the opinion
of the Commissioner that the Director is not receiving a
salary commensurate with his duties and responsibilities.
The Commissioner, therefore, recommends that the salary
be increased.

2. Tuberculin Testing of Cattle. Under the present law
there is nothing to prevent a person acquiring cattle im-
mediately prior to an application for a tuberculin test
regardless of whether said person is the owner or not, or
presenting cattle for test on premises other than those of
said owner and thereby defeating the law the purpose of
which is to maintain herds free from tuberculosis.

The present amendments require that the person apply-
ing for the test shall have owned the cattle on the premises
where tested for sixty days or have added them to his herd
on proper test. The act also provides that an application
for a tuberculin test shall be signed by the owner only.
These measures should help to prevent fraud against the
Commonwealth.

3. Reimbursement by the Commonwealth for the Slaughter
of Certain Cattle affected with Tuberculosis. During each
of the past three years the Federal allotment for reacting
cattle became exhausted. This exhaustion of funds appor-
tioned by the Federal government for payment to citizens
of Massachusetts for cattle which react to a tuberculin
test applied under the State and Federal co-operative
agreement, deprives many Massachusetts cattle owners
of Federal payment for such cattle regardless of the fact
that said owners may have complied with the rules and
regulations under which this test is applied. Failure of
such payment is a hardship for farmers or cattle owners
who are attempting to maintain herds of cattle free from
tuberculosis. This act would remedy the possible lack of
Federal funds and encourage cattle owners in the continu-
ance of this work.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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Division of Fisheries and Game.

4. Salary of Director. Owing to the steady growth
in the volume of business in this Division it is the opinion
of the Commissioner that the Director is not receiving a
salary commensurate with his duties and responsibilities.
The Commissioner, therefore, recommends that the salary
be increased.

5. Training of Hunting Dogs. Under the present
law dogs cannot be trained on any protected species of
birds or game between March 1 and September 1. This
law does not prohibit the taking of fox hounds into the
woods during this time (for the fox is given no protection
by law), or other dogs under the guise of hunting unpro-
tected game. It does not restrict the self-hunting mongrel
dog which does a great deal of harm to birds and game.
No practical scheme can be effected which would tend to
keep all dogs out of the woods during the time that game
should be unmolested. Therefore, it is unfair to restrict
the bird dog and the rabbit hound and allow other dogs,
which do more damage than any trained hunting dog, to
run at will.

6. Fishing in Inland Waters. Today no license is
required to fish in inland waters not stocked subsequent
to January 1, 1910. While the greater part of such waters
have been so stocked, the law requires the publication
yearly of a list of stocked waters at the expense of con-
siderable effort and money for their compilation and pub-
lication. If the Commonwealth has expended substantial
sums to stock waters prior to January 1, 1910, from which
our fishermen are now receiving benefits, there is no logical
reason for permitting these waters to be fished without
the purchase of a license. This provision has cost the state
many hundreds of dollars in loss of revenues from licenses;
has made law enforcement difficult; and wrought much
confusion among the fishermen, and it should be repealed.

7, Enlargeme7it of Game Farms and Fish Hatcheries.
It was impossible to see years ago the desirability of enlarg-
ing some of our fish hatcheries and game farms. It is very
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possible in the future that desirable improvements at these
stations will be blocked by reason of hold-up prices which
certain persons owning adjacent lands are now in a position
to demand. Therefore, it is important that the Depart-
ment be given the right to take by eminent domain land
adjacent to these stations, if such land cannot be purchased
at a reasonable price, and if the land is necessary to make
any needed improvements and extensions, or to protect
the natural resources of the present stations.

8. Loch Leven Trout. —While most people consider the
brown and the loch leven trout to be one and the same
fish, it is desirable to avoid any technicalities and to defi-
nitely state in the law that the loch leven trout shall re-
ceive the same protection as the brown trout now receives.
Therefore, we recommend that the law be amended to give
the loch leven trout specific protection.

9. Blue Gills and Sun-fish. The Division has expended
considerable money for the propagation of the blue gill, and
several ponds throughout the Commonwealth have been
stocked with this species with gratifying results. Therefore,
a reasonable closed season; a legal minimum length; and
a daily catch limit should be provided for blue gills and all
other sun-fish, in order that they may have a chance to
establish themselves in our waters.


