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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF METRO-
POLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO THE
ADVISABILITY OF CHANGING THE HARBOR
LINES ON THE BOSTON SIDE OF THE CHARLES
RIVER.

[Harbors and Public Lands. Dec. 1, 1926,

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
44 School Street, Boston, December 1, 192C

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The Legislature of 1926 passed the following resolve:
Chapter 48.

Resolve providing foe a Further Investigation by the Division
of Metropolitan Planning of the Advisability of Changing
the Harbor Lines on the Boston Side of the Charles River.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro-
politan district commission is hereby directed to further investigate
the advisability of changing the established harbor lines on the Boston
side of the Charles river in order to further improve existing harbor
and terminal facilities. Said division shall report the results of its
investigations and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
of legislation to carry the same into effect, to the general court by
filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before December first in the current year. [Approved May 21, 1926.

In its special report relative to “The Future Develop-
ment of the Railroad and Steamship Terminal Facilities and
Piers of the Metropolitan District and the Port of Boston,”
dated December, 1925 (House, No. 1130 of 1926), the Divi-
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sion of Metropolitan Planning called attention to the devel-
opments contemplated and under way by the Boston and
Maine Railroad in the rear of its North Terminal Station,
and recommended that the Legislature pass an act to
abolish existing harbor lines in the Charles River in the rear
of the North Station and to establish a new harbor line on
the easterly side of Charlestown Bridge, with a proviso that
a suitable channel for the passage of vessels be provided
and maintained and that no bridge or other structure be
erected across such channel without proper provision for
such navigation.

After numerous hearings before the Legislative Committee
having the matter in charge, it appeared desirable not to
discontinue all harbor lines wr est of the bridge but to estab-
lish new harbor lines which would mark out an adequate
waterway between such lines from the Charlestown Bridge
to the Dam, with authority for bridging the same left
with the Department of Public Works.

As the need for action was urgent in order to avoid delay
in reconstructing and relocating the railroad freight yards,
the Legislature, by Chapter 362 of the Acts of 1926, abol-
ished the existing lines and established a new harbor line
on the northerly side of the river from a point near the
Dam to Warren Bridge. This line was located so as to
leave a channel width of two hundred fifty feet in front of
the dam, whence it proceeded in a location not far from the
boundary line between Cambridge and Boston to the
Warren Bridge.

Hearings on this line have been held by the Federal
engineers in charge of Boston Harbor.

Coincidently with the passage of the above act, the Legis-
lature passed the resolve, quoted at the commencement of
this report, directing this Division to investigate further the
changing of the harbor lines on the Boston side of the river.

At the legislative hearings and at subsequent hearings

and conferences there appeared to be agreement among the
interested parties, consisting principally of shipping and
railroad interests, that a three hundred foot channel width
between the dam and the Warren Bridge would be desir-
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able, adequate, and not excessive. Such a waterway would
allow for materially greater convenience than at present in
operating vessels through the river when the new structures
carrying the tracks of the railroad across the river were
replaced, since opportunity would be provided for a straight-
ening of the course that vessels would follow.

The greater part of the trackage of the railroad between
the train-shed limits of the North Station and the present
waterway for vessels is carried on piling, as is also a greater
part of the yards between this waterway and the Prison
Point Bridge to the north. These pile structures are main-
tained at an excessive expense to the railroad company, and
the company is desirous of replacing the piling with a per-
manent filling which would result in economy by reducing
the cost of yearly maintenance. The, tracks within the plat-
form limits of the station have been inadequate to care for
the longer trains of the road for a considerable period, and
it is absolutely necessary for efficient operation to provide
longer platform lengths, particularly for its through trains.
Such a lengthening of the station tracks entails the reloca-
tion of the drawbridges farther to the northward, and a
three hundred foot waterway as suggested would enable the
necessary station improvements to be made.

Warren Bridge is a structure which will require rebuilding
in the not distant future. When this is done, the present
draw span should be relocated to the northward and the
northerly channel at the Charlestown Bridge used instead of
the southerly channels as at present. Such a re-alignment
of the draw openings, taken in connection with a proper
locating of the new railroad drawbridges, will greatly assist
vessels in their journey from the harbor to the Charles River
Basin.

The establishment of harbor lines providing for such a
waterway will eventually result in the removal of the pile
structures in the railroad yard, thus improving the general
condition of the river in this vicinity, and the railroad
trackage improvements rendered feasible thereby will be a
distinct aid and convenience to the traveling public both
immediatelv and in the future.
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The Division therefore recommends the establishment of
a harbor line on the southerly side of the Charles River at
a minimum distance of three hundred feet from the harbor
line established in 1926, located substantially as provided
in the bill submitted herewith.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.

Henry I. Haeriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Batjer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
James B. Noyes.
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An Act Changing and Establishing Harbor Lines on
the Southerly Side of the Charles River in the
City of Boston

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The harbor lines on the southerly side of a

portion of Charles river are hereby changed and established
as follows: The location of each of the angle and tangent
points in the lines hereinafter described is fixed by a distance
hereinafter called longitude, in feet, from a meridian passing-
through the center of the apex of the dome of the state house
in Boston, and by a distance hereinafter called latitude, in
feet, from a line at right angles to said meridian and passing
through the said center of the apex of the state house dome,
and the bearings refer to the true meridian passing through
the center of said apex.

Beginning at point X in latitude three thousand five hun-
dred seventy-eight and eight tenths feet north and longitude
one thousand three hundred twenty-five and five tenths feet
east being a point in the harbor line established by chapter
one hundred seventy of the acts of eighteen hundred eighty;
thence along said harbor line south fifty-eight degrees thirty-
eight minutes six seconds west about six hundred sixty-five
feet to point F' in latitude three thousand two hundred
thirty-two and eight tenths feet north and longitude seven
hundred fifty-seven and nine tenths feet east; thence north
nine degrees, twenty-one minutes forty-eight seconds west
about three hundred eighty feet to point G' in latitude three
thousand six hundred eight feet north and longitude six hun-
dred ninety-six feet east; thence north eighty-eight degrees
one minute three seconds west about four hundred fifty-three
feet to point H' in latitude three thousand six hundred twenty-
three and seven tenths feet north and longitude two hundred
forty-three feet east; thence north seventy-one degrees
thirty-six minutes twenty-eight seconds west, about four
hundred forty-seven feet to point I' in latitude three thou-
sand seven hundred sixty-four and nine tenths feet north and
longitude one hundred eighty-one and six tenths feet west;
thence south eighty-seven degrees fifty-nine minutes four
seconds west about five hundred thirty-seven feet to point
J' in latitude three thousand seven hundred forty-six feet
north and longitude seven hundred eighteen and five tenths

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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feet west; thence to the left by the arc of a circle having a
radius of four hundred feet about three hundred seventy-
three feet to point K' in latitude three thousand five hundred
seventy-three and four tenths feet north and longitude one
thousand thirty-three and six tenths feet west; thence south
thirty-four degrees thirty-five minutes thirteen seconds west,
about four hundred forty-six feet to point L' in latitude three
thousand two hundred six feet north and longitude one thou-
sand two hundred eighty-seven feet west; thence south fifty-
five degrees twenty-four minutes forty-seven seconds east
about seventeen feet to point Ca in latitude three thousand
one hundred ninety-six and three tenths feet north and longi-
tude one thousand two hundred seventy-two and seven
tenths feet west, being a point in the harbor line established
by chapter one hundred seventy of the acts of eighteen hun-
dred eighty.

Those portions of the harbor lines on the southerly side of
Charles river established by said chapter one hundred seventy
from point F' above described to point Ca are hereby abol-
ished.

Section 2. The establishment of the harbor line herein-
before described shall not be construed as authorizing the
division of waterways and public lands of the department of
public works to license any filling or structure south of said
line which will in any way interfere with the free navigation
of vessels through the Charles river bridges before the estab-
lishment of an approved new channelway.






