
HOUSE 125

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE AD-
VISABILITY AND COST OF WIDENING THE
NAHANT ROAD FROM WASHINGTON STREET
IN LYNN TO THAT PART OF NAHANT KNOWN
AS “LITTLE NAHANT.”

[Metropolitan Affairs. Oct. 14, 1926

Metropolitan District Commission,
1 Ashburton Place, Boston, October 7, 1926.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On April 8, 1926, the following resolve, Chapter 19, was
approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be authorized
and directed to investigate as to the advisability, expediency and
cost of widening the Nahant road from its junction with Washington
street in the city of Lynn to that part of Nahant known as “Little
Nahant.” The commission shall consider to what extent the con-

tion of traffic on said road is due to the parking of vehicles and
whether the provision of parking facilities elsewhere than in said road
would aid in the solution of the problem, and shall also consider ways
and means for constructing and financing any widening or parking
acilities recommended and for maintaining and regulating said road
The commission shall procure plans for any work recommended here-
under and estimates of the cost of such work and shall make recom-
mendations as to the proper method of accomplishing said widening
and other work, if any, in such manner as will most effectively accom-
modate the increased traffic resortinj
months. The commission shall repi
with the clerk of the house of repres
fifteenth in the current year, the rei
with a copy of such plans, estimate

; to said road during the summer
'rt to the general court by filing
entatives, not later than October
iults of its investigation together

and recommendations, if any
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and drafts of legislation to carry such recommendations into effect,
and shall at the same time file a copy thereof with the budget com-
missioner.

The Commission, as directed, has investigated and con-
sidered the subject matter of the resolve and submits its
report.

Washington Street, Lynn, runs from the centre of that
city to Nahant Road, which runs southerly to Nahant,
and the Lynn Shore Drive, which runs northerly along the
Lynn Shore and on to Swampscott. All the traffic going
to and from Nahant must pass the junction of these streets.
Nahant Road passes over the
Nahant with the main land
Nahant. The distance from
Nahant is about 7,700 feet.

neck of land which connects
and is the only highway to
Washington Street to Little
At Washington Street there

are two roadways only a short distance apart, one in front
of the bath house, the other in the rear. These converge
and join, and these two roadways and a part of the road-
way beyond, for a total distance from Washington Street
of 1,200 feet, are under the care and control of the Metro-
politan District Commission; the rest of the highway to
Little Nahant, a distance of 6,500 feet, is owned and main-
tained by the town of Nahant, but is policed by the Metro-
politan District Commission. The roadway under the
control of the Commission is constructed 50 feet wide in
front of the bath house and 34 feet wide in the rear of the
bath house. The roadway controlled by the town of Nahant
is located 50 feet wide and constructed 30 feet wide. The
land on both sides of the roadway as far as Little Nahant
is owned by the State. On land to the west of the roadway,
and at a varying distance from 20 to 130 feet, is the loca-
tion of the electric railway running to Nahant.

At times during the summer, usually on holidays or hot
evenings, there is a bad congestion of automobile traffic
at the junction of these roads and along Nahant Road,
due to pleasure driving and parking of cars. The conges-
tion at such times is a serious inconvenience to the residents
of Nahant who must use this road for access to and from
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their homes. Except at such times the roadway is adequate
for ordinary traffic.

To relieve this traffic congestion the Commission has
allowed the use of the land to the west of the roadway and
to the east of the street railway location for automobile
parking and has forbidden parking within the travelled
road. Parking to the east of the roadway is prohibited
to prevent the destruction of the bank, shrubs and grass
necessary for shore protection.

The congestion of Nahant Road when it occurs is due
both to travel and parked cars. The use of the area to the
west of the road for parking has relieved the congestion
somewhat but a larger area could be used if it were graded
and surfaced.

To widen Nahant Road 10 feet for a distance of 6,500
feet would cost about $30,000. This cost should be borne
by the town of Nahant if it is to retain control and main-
tenance of the roadway. Such a widening would allow
the parking of about 350 cars if parallel with the roadway,
or about 450 cars if at an angle of 45 degrees. The Com-
mission does not feel that it is good policy to construct
expensive roadway surfaces for parking purposes.

Much of the space between the roadway and the electric
railway tracks can be made available for parking at a reason-
able cost by covering the sand with clay or gravel, or some
material which will bear the weight of cars, and by a small
amount of grading. Considerable of this area is now used
for parking. The space which could be made available
in this area, including that now used, would probably
accommodate 800 to 1,100 cars. The estimated cost of
improving this area is $B,OOO, and the Commission recom-
mends that an appropriation for this purpose be made.
If this is done the roadway as now constructed appears
to be ample for traffic, except perhaps on a few occasions
during the summer months.

If the roadway is to he widened the cost for the portion
under the care and control of the Commission should be
borne by the State and the Metropolitan District; for the
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remaining portion by the town of Nahant. No legislative
authority is required by the State other than an appropria-
tion for the purpose. The town of Nahant needs no legis-
lative authority.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON
FRANK A. BAYRD,
WILLIAM H. SQUIRE
GEO. B. WASON,
Metropolitan District Commission.


