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relative to the punishment for successive felonies. The Judiciary
Joint!. Jan. 17

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Punishment for Successive
Felonies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by

3 inserting after section twenty-five the following
4 three sections:
5 Section 25A. Except as provided in section

B, whoever, after having been convicted
7 under the laws of this commonwealth of a felony
8 or an attempt to commit a felony or, under the

laws of any other state, government or country, of

a crime which if committed within this common-
11 wealth would be a felony, and not showing that
12 he has been pardoned for such offence on the
13 ground of his innocence, commits a felony within
14 this commonwealth, shall upon the conviction of
15 such second or subsequent felony be punished by
16 imprisonment for not less than the maximum term
17 and not more than twice the maximum term other-
-18 wise provided by law for a first conviction of such

iquent felony. If the maximum punishment
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20 upon a first conviction of such subsequent felony is
fe imprisonment he shall be punished by life

22 imprisonment.
23 Section 258. If any person convicted under
24 the preceding section has suffered three or more

vious convictions of offences such as are de-
ibed in said section, for which he does not show

27 that he has been pardoned on the ground of his
innocence, he shall be
for life.

punished by imprisonment

any time either after sen-
shall appear that a person
has previously been con-

iet forth either in section

ction 25C. If at
r conviction it

convicted of a felony
33 victed ot crimes as

twenty-five A or section twenty-five B, the district
attorney for the district in which such subsequent
conviction -was had shall file an information accus-

ig the said person of such previous convictions,

hereupon the court in which such subsequent con-

had shall cause the said person, whethervictim

Ned in prison or otherwise, to be brought be-
e it and shall inform him of the allegations

tained in such information and of his right to

tried as to the truth thereof according to law,
1 shall require such defendant to say -whether

e is the same person as charged in such informa
If he says he is not the same person
answer or remains silent, his piea or

if his silence shall be entered of record and

mil be impanelled to inquire whether the
r

r is the same person mentioned in the sev
i

x ] records as set forth in such information. If

that he is the same person, or if he
acknowledges or confesses in open court after being
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duly cautioned as to his rights that he is the same
person, the court shall sentence him to the punish-
ment prescribed in said section twenty-five A or
twenty-five B, as the case may be, and shall vacate
the previous sentence, deducting from the new
sentence all time actually served on the sentence
so vacated. Whenever it shall become known to
any warden or prison, probation, parole or police
officer or any other officer charged with the enforce-
ment of the criminal law that any person charged
with or convicted of a felony has been previously
convicted within the meaning of said sections
twenty-five A or twenty-five B, he shall forthwith
report the facts to the district attorney for the dis-
trict.

Section 2. Section twenty-five of said chapter
two hundred and seventy-nine shall not apply to
any felony committed after this act takes effect.




