
HOUSE 809
By Mr. Coyne of Boston (by request), petition of the Massachu-

setts Council of Women relative to the Department of Labor and
Industries and providing that the assistant commissioner be desig-
nated the woman associate commissioner. State Administration.
Jan. 19.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act to change the Position of Assistant Commis-
sioner of Labor and Industries to Woman Associate
Commissioner.

1 Section 1. General Laws, chapter twenty-three,
2 section one, as amended hy the acts of nineteen hun-
-3 dred and twenty-one, chapter three hundred and six,
4 is hereby further amended by substituting for the
5 words “ assistant commissioner ” in line three the
6 words: associate commissioner,—by adding
7 after the word “ woman ” in the fourth line the
8 words; and who shall have supervision in mat-
-9 ters relating specifically to women and minors,

10 by inserting before the words “ associate commis-
-11 sioners ” in the fourth line, the word: other, —

12 and by adding at the end of said section the words:
13 and one a representative of the public, to read
14 as follows: Section 1. There shall be a depart-
-15 ment of labor and industries, under the supervision

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:
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16 and control of a commissioner of labor and indus-
-17 tries, an associate commissioner, who shall be a
18 woman, and who shall have supervision in matters
19 relating specifically to women and minors, and
20 three other associate commissioners, one of whom
21 shall be a representative of labor and one a rep-
-22 resentative of employers of labor, and one a rep-
-23 resentative of the public.

1 Sectioit 2. Section two of chapter twenty-three
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by substi-
-3 tuting for the wmrds “ assistant commissioner or an
4 associate commissioner ’ ’ in line two the words :

5 associate commissioner, and by substituting for
6 the words “ assistant commissioner and associate
7 commissioners ” in line six the words: associate
8 commissioners, —to read as follows: Section 2.
9 Upon the expiration of the term of office of a com-

-10 missioner, or an associate commissioner, his succes-
-11 sor shall be appointed for three years by the
12 governor, with the advice and consent of the council.
13 The commissioner shall receive such salary not
14 exceeding seventy-five hundred dollars, and the
15 associate commissioners such salaries, not exceed-
-16 ing four thousand dollars each, as the governor and
17 council determine.

1 Section 3. Section three of chapter twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws, as amended by the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, chapter three
4 hundred and six, is hereby further amended by sub-
-5 stituting for the words “ assistant commissioner
6 and associate commissioners ” where they appear
7 in said section the wmrds: associate commis-
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8 sioners, —to read as follows: Section 3. The
9 commissioner shall be the executive and adminis-

-10 trative head of the department. He shall have
11 charge of the administration and enforcement of all
12 laws, rules and regulations which it is the duty of
13 the department to administer and enforce, and shall
11 direct all inspections and investigations except as
15 otherwise provided. He shall organize in the de-
-16 partment a division of standards and such other
17 divisions as he may from time to time determine,
18 and may assign the officers and employees of the
19 department thereto. He shall prepare for the con-
-20 sideration of the associate commissioners rules and
21 regulations for the conduct of the department and
22 all other rules and regulations which the depart-
-23 ment is authorized by law to make, and they shall,
21 except as otherwise provided, take effect when ap-
-25 proved by the associate commissioners, or upon
26 such date as they determine. The commissioner
27 may designate an associate commissioner to dis-
-28 charge the duties of the commissioner during his
29 absence or disability.

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws, as amended by chapter
3 three hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-1 dred and twenty-one, is hereby further amended
5 by substituting for the words “ assistant commis-
-6 sioner and associate commissioners ” in line one

7 the words: associate commissioners, —to read
8 as follows: Section 4. The commissioner and
9 associate commissioners may, with the approval of

10 the governor and council, appoint, and fix the
11 salaries of, not more than five directors, and may,
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12 with like approval, remove them. One of them, to
13 be known as the director of standards, shall have
14 charge of the division of standards, and each of the
15 others shall be assigned to take charge of a division.
16 Except as otherwise provided in section eleven,
17 the commissioner may employ and remove such ex-
-18 perts, inspectors, investigators, clerks and other
19 assistants as the work of the department may re-

-20 quire, and fix their compensation. Pour inspectors
21 shall be men who, before their employment as such,
22 have had at least three years’ experience as build-
-23 ing construction workmen. The commissioner may
24 require that certain inspectors in the department,
25 not more than seven in number, shall he persons
26 qualified by training and experience in matters
27 relating to health and sanitation. The commis-
-28 sioner may employ temporarily, from time to time,
29 such persons to act as surveyors of lumber as he
30 may find necessary for making the surveys applied
31 for, and such employment shall be exempt from
32 chapter thirty-one. He may fix their compensation
33 and, subject to his approval, they may be allowed
34 reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of
35 their official duties.

1 Section 5. Section five of said chapter twenty-

-2 three as amended by chapter three hundred and
3 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one
4 is hereby further amended by substituting for the
5 words ‘ ‘ assistant commissioner and associate com-
-6 missioners ” in line eight the words: Section 5.

7 commissioners, —to read as follows: Section 5.

8 All directors, inspectors and other permanent em-

-9 ployees of the department shall devote their whole
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10 time to the affairs of the department; and all
11 directors and inspectors and such other employees
12 as may be designated by the commissioner shall,
13 before entering upon their duties, be sworn to the
14 faithful performance thereof. The number of in-
-15 speetors heretofore authorized by law may be in-
-16 creased only with the approval of the governor and
17 council. The commissioner and associate commis-
-18 sioners shall determine from time to time how many
19 of the inspectors employed shall be women.

1 Section 6. Section six of said chapter twenty-
-2 three is hereby amended by striking out said sec-
-3 tion.

1 Section 7. Section seven of said chapter
2 twenty-three is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following: whenever the asso-
-4 eiate commissioners acting as the board of concilia-
-5 tion or as the minimum wage commission are unable
6 to reach agreement the commissioner of labor and
7 industries shall sit with them so as to constitute
8 of a board of five, to read as follows:—Section 7.
9 The associate commissioners shall constitute the

10 board of conciliation and arbitration, and shall have
11 the powers and perform the duties given them by
12 chapter one hundred and fifty relative to concilia-
-13 tion and arbitration of industrial disputes, and
14 chapter one hundred and fifty-one relative to the
15 minimum wage. The board shall have assigned
16 to it such assistants from the officers and employees
17 of the department as the commissioner and the
18 board from time to time determine. Whenever the
19 associate commissioners acting as the board of
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20 conciliation or as the minimum wage commission
21 are unable to reach agreement, the commissioner
22 of labor and industries shall sit with them so as to
23 constitute a board of five.

1 Section 8. General Laws, chapter one hundred
2 and forty-nine, section seven as amended by chap-
-3 ter three hundred and sis of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one is hereby further amended
5 by substituting for the words “ assistant commis-
-6 sioner and associate commissioners ” in line one
7 the words: associate commissioners, —to read
8 as follows: Section 7. The commissioner and
9 associate commissioners of the department may

10 appoint committees, on which employers and em-
-11 ployees shall be represented, to make such investi-
-12 gations and recommend rules and regulations.

1 Section 9. Section eight of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-nine as amended by chapter
3 three hundred and sis of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-one is hereby further amended by
5 substituting for the words “ assistant commissioner
6 and associate commissioners ” where they appear
7 in said section the words: associate c ommis-
-8 sioners, —to read as follows: Section 8. Before
9 adopting any rule or regulation under section

10 seven, a public hearing shall be given, and not less
11 than ten days before the hearing a notice thereof
12 shall be published in at least three newspapers, of
13 which one shall be published in Boston. Such rules
14 or regulations shall, when approved by the asso-
-15 ciate commissioners, be published in like manner,

16 and, subject to section thirty-seven of chapter
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17 thirty, shall take effect thirty days after such pub-
-18 lication or at such later time as the associate com-
-19 missioners may fix. Before adopting any order a
20 hearing shall be given thereon, of which a notice of
21 not less than ten days shall be given to the persons
22 affected thereby.

1 Section 10. Section fifteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-nine as amended by chapter
3 three hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
5 substituting for the words “ associate commis-
-6 sioners and the assistant commissioner ’ ’ where
7 they appear in said section the words: associate
8 commissioners, —to read as follows: —■ Section 15.
9 With the approval of the associate commissioners,

10 the commissioner may divide the commonwealth
11 into inspection districts, and assign the necessary
12 number of inspectors thereto.

1 Section 11. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-nine as amended by chapter
3 three hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-one is hereby further amended by
5 substituting for the words “ assistant commissioner
6 and the associate commissioners ” where they ap-
-7 pear in said section the words: associate commis-
-8 sioners, —to read as follows: Section 17. For
9 the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter,

10 the commissioner, the associate commissioners, the
11 director of the division of industrial safety and
12 inspectors may enter all buildings and parts thereof
13 used for industrial purposes and examine the
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14 methods of protection from accident, the means of
15 escape from fire, the sanitary provisions, the light-
-16 ing and means of ventilation, and make investiga-
-17 tions as to the employment of women and minors
18 and as to compliance with all provisions of this
19 chapter.


