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House of Representatives, March 8, 1927.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 225) of
Francis P. Emerson and others relative to the distribution
and sale at retail of certain dangerous caustic or corrosive
substances, report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1104).

For the committee,

IRVING E. WALKER.

Cfce Commontoealtl) of Q^assacJnisetts.
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An Act Safeguarding the Distribution and Sale of Certain
Dangerous Caustic or Corrosive Substances in Packages
for Household Use.

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seventy of the

2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion two the following new section:
4 Section 2A. No person shall sell, exchange, deliver or

5 have in his possession with intent to sell, exchange or
6 deliver any dangerous caustic or corrosive substance
7 designed for household use unless there is affixed to the
8 bottle, box, wrapper or other container containing such
9 article a conspicuous and easily legible label of red

10 paper upon which shall be printed in large black letters
11 the name and place of business of the manufacturer and
12 the words “Poison” and “Antidote” and the label
13 shall also contain the name of the article, the name of
14 an antidote, if any, for the poison contained in such
15 article and directions for treatment in case of injury
16 caused by such article
17 In this section, unle the context or subject matter
18 otherwise requires, the term “dangerous caustic or

19 corrosive substance” means: hydrochloric acid and any

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.
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20 preparation containing free or chemically unneutralized
21 hydrochloric acid in a concentration of ten per centum or

22 more; sulphuric acid and any preparation containing
23 free or chemically unneutralized sulphuric acid in a con-
-24 centration of ten per centum of more; nitric acid or any
25 preparation containing free or chemically unneutralized
26 nitric acid in a concentration of five per centum or more;
27 carbolic acid, otherwise known as phenol, and any
28 preparation containing carbolic acid in a concentration of
29 five per centum or more; oxalic acid and any prepara-
-30 tion containing free or chemically unneutralized oxalic
31 acid in a concentration of ten per centum or more; any
32 salt of oxalic acid and any preparation containing any
33 such salt in a concentration of ten per centum or more;
34 acetic acid or any preparation containing free or chemi-
-35 cally unneutralized acetic acid in a concentration of
36 twenty per centum or more; hypochlorous acid, either
37 free or combined, and any preparation containing the
38 same in a concentration so as to yield ten per centum
39 or more by weight of available chlorine, excluding calx
40 chlorinata, bleaching powder, and chloride of lime;
41 potassium hydroxide and any preparation containing
42 free or chemically unneutralized potassium hydroxide
43 in a concentration of ten per centum or more; sodium
44 hydroxide and any preparation containing free or
45 chemically unneutralized sodium hydroxide in a con-
-46 centration of ten per centum or more; silver nitrate,
47 sometimes known as lunar caustic, and any preparation
48 containing silver nitrate in a concentration of five per
49 centum or more; and ammonia water and any prepara-
-50 tion yielding free or chemically uncombined ammonia
51 including ammonium hydroxide in a concentration of five
52 per centum or more.
53 Any person violating the provisions of this section shall
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54 be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars; but
55 no person shall be prosecuted hereunder if the article is
56 marked as it was when purchased by him and he can
57 establish a guaranty signed by the wholesaler, jobber or
58 manufacturer from whom he purchases such article, to
59 the effect that the same is correctly marked as required
60 by this section, designating it. Such guaranty, to af-
-61 ford protection, shall contain the names and addresses of
62 the parties making the sale of such articles to such per-
-63 son.

64 Products for household cleaning and washing pur-
-65 poses, subject to this section and labelled in accordance
66 therewith, may be sold, offered for sale, held for sale and
67 distributed in this commonwealth by any dealer, whole-
-68 sale or retail.

1 Section 2. This act shall .take effect January first,
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-eight.


