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Chap. 475. AN ACT CLARIFYING THE MANNER IN WHICH A VOTER 
MAY MARK HIS BALLOT WHEN INSERTING THE NAME OF 
A CANDIDATE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to clarify the manner of marking 
ballots for the primary and general elections in the current year, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby amend
ed by striking out section 35, as most recently amended by sec
tion 10 of chapter 600 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place 
thereof the following section:-

Section 35. A cross (X) marked against a name shall consti
tute a vote for the person so designated except that no cross shall 
be required where the voter has inserted the name of the candi
date for whom he intends to vote. A cross in the circle at the 
head of a group of candidates for a ward or town committee 
shall count as a vote for each candidate therein. A voter may 
vote for one or more candidates in any such group by marking a 
cross against the name of each such candidate, except that no cross 
shall be required where the voter has inserted the name or names 
of candidates for whom he intends to vote. If he votes for more 
candidates than the number to be elected, his vote shall not be 
counted. 

SECTION 2. Section 77 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as 
most recently amended by section 10 of chapter 869 of the acts of 
1970, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 8 and 9, 
the words "and making a cross in the square at the right". 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 78, as most recently amended by section 9 of 
chapter 400 of the acts of 1972, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:-

Section 78. In order to vote for presidential electors, the 
voter shall make a cross (X) in the square at the right of the party 
or political designation appearing on the ballot at the right of the 
surnames of the candidates for president and vice president, to 
vote for whom such candidates for electors are nominated; and 
the making of a cross as aforesaid shall be deemed and taken as a 
vote for such candidates for presidential electors, except as pro
vided in section thirty-three E. A vote by sticker or write-in in the 
blank space at the end of the list of names of presidential and 
vice presidential candidates may be cast for those candidates 
whose names are contained in lists filed with the state secretary 
under the provisions of section seventy-eight A and shall be 
deemed to be a vote for each of the candidates for presidential 
elector whose names are contained in the appropriate list so filed; 
provided, however, that in such case the voter shall list only the 
surnames of the candidates for president and vice president. In 
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order to vote for governor and lieutenant governor, the voter 
shall mark a cross (X) in the square at the right of the names of 
the group of candidates for said offices for whom he desires to 
vote, or by inserting the name and residence of any person for 
either office in the blank space provided therefor; provided, how
ever, that no such inserted name may be that of a candidate 
whose name is printed upon the ballot as a candidate for the 
office. 

Approved October 25, 1976. 

Chap. 476. AN ACT ESTABLISHING STILES LAKE WATER DISTRICT IN 
PARTS OF THE TOWNS OF LEICESTER AND SPENCER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The inhabitants of the towns of Leicester and 

Spencer, liable to taxation in said towns and residing within the 
territory bounded and described as follows:-

Beginning at the point where the centerlines of Pine Street, 
Leicester and Chickering Road, Spencer converge at the Spencer-
Leicester town line thence in an easterly direction along the cen
terline of said Pine Street, Leicester to a point where it intersects 
the centerline of the traveled way and/or fire road known, or 
formerly known as Parker Street, Leicester; thence southerly 
along the centerline of said Parker Street to a point where it 
intersects the centerline of the traveled way known as Baldwin 
Street, Leicester; thence southwesterly along the centerline of 
said Baldwin Street to a point where the centerlines of Baldwin 
Street, Leicester and Clark Road, Spencer converge at the Spen
cer-Leicester town line; thence first westerly and then northerly 
along the centerline of said Clark Road to a point where it inter
sects with centerline of the traveled way known, or formerly 
known, as Chickering Road, Spencer and then northerly and 
northeasterly along the centerline of said Chickering Road to the 
point of beginning, shall constitute a water district and are here
by made a body corporate by the name of the Stiles Lake Water 
District, hereinafter called the district, for the purpose of supply
ing themselves and others, for fair consideration with water for 
the extinguishment of fires and for domestic and other purposes, 
with power to establish fountains and hydrants and to relocate 
and discontinue the same, to regulate the use of such water and 
to fix and collect rates to be paid therefor, and for the purposes of 
assessing and raising taxes as provided herein for the payment of 
such services, and for defraying the necessary expenses of carry
ing on the business of said district, subject to all General Laws 
now or hereafter in force relating to such districts, except as other
wise provided herein. The district shall have power to prosecute 
and defend all actions relating to its property and affairs. 


