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Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill
No. 1110, entitled “An Act Authorizing the City of Chelsea
to Pay a Certain Sum of Money on Account of the Death of
a Fireman Killed in the Performance of Duty.”

This bill provides for the payment of two thousand dollars
to the beneficiary under the bill and if the facts set forth in
the title of the bill were sustained by the evidence of those
with knowledge of the injury and death of the fireman in
question, then favorable action might be considered. Upon
inquiry, however, the physician who attended this man in-
forms me that he was not called until two days after the
alleged sunstroke and that he found the patient suffering not
from symptoms of sunstroke but from mental symptoms in-
cident to arterio sclerosis from which he had suffered for
years. I consulted the head of the department of mental
diseases of the Commonwealth to ascertain if the mental
difficulties from which this man suffered were the natural
result of a disease caused by arterio sclerosis from which he
had been suffering before he was a fireman. The medical
records of this patient at the Boston State Hospital, as well
as at the Massachusetts General Hospital from which he was
transferred, do not show that he suffered from any disease
other than the mental disease caused by arterio sclerosis.
The death certificate plainly states that death was caused by
arterio sclerosis.

It is extremely distasteful to me to act adversely on this
and similar cases. The temptation to indulge one’s sym-
pathy with a payment out of the public treasury is very
strong. It is very human. However, there is another obli-
gation which should be continually borne in mind and that
is the obligation we owe to the people who pay the bills.
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1his case is fairly illustrative of the dangers of special
legislation. Gifts of this nature may have been made back
over the years but no amount of precedent can excuse or
legalize a wrong. These payments are clearly wrong and an
injustice to the general tax-payer.

I pon first thought the payment of a salary or a gratuity
to an official or an employee seems a gracious and generous
thing to do. But by the same method of reasoning, any
present of money to any deserving person could be justified;
but if the government is not to become a tyranny, then the
corner-stone of good government must be observed: namely,
to treat every one alike. Equal rights to all men and special
privileges to none!

If the constitutionality of these bills granting special
concessions out of the public treasury or giving unearned
salaries or gratuities to living officials or relatives of dead
officials should be taken into court, there must be little
question but that the court would declare them illegal. All
these gifts, favors, and gratuities, in my humble opinion, are
an improper usurpation of power, given under the cloak of
charity. If the Legislature is warranted in making grants
for needy people, then we ought to make a general law to
cover it rather than depend upon special legislation for the
favored few.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






