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Executive Department, Boston, April 21, 1927,

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House
Bill No. 1079, being “An Act Establishing the Salaries of
the Clerk and Assistant Clerks of the Supreme Judicial
Court for the County of Suffolk.”

There are two separate clerks of the Supreme Judicial
Court who have offices in the Suffolk County Court House.
One is the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for the
Commonwealth, that is, the clerk of the full bench of the
Supreme Judicial Court. This bill does not concern him,
as it merely re-enacts the existing law in regard to him.
The other clerk is the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court
for the County of Suffolk. This bill raises his salary which
is at, present fixed in accordance with Section 94, Chapter
221 of the Revised Laws, which is the general statute in
regard to the salaries of the clerks of court. Under this
statute he receives the same salary as the Clerk of the
Superior Civil Court of Suffolk County, the Clerk of the
Superior Criminal Court of Suffolk County, and the Clerk of
Courts for Middlesex County, each one of whom has not

>tant clerks and other clerical
iow paid a salary equal to the

less than twice as many a
assistants as he has. He i
highest salary paid to any clerk of court in the Common-
wealth. This bill would raise his present salary from
§6,800.00 to §8,000.00. It would place him above the pres-
ent salaries of the Commissioner of Public Works, Com-
missioner of Labor and Industries, Commissioner of Public
Safety, Commissioner of Public Health, Commissioner of
Public Welfare, and many others who perform service of
great importance to the Commonwealth. It would place
him above all the Judges of Probate, outside of Suffolk and
Middlesex Counties.
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Although the names of their positions do not appear in
the bill, the title of the bill “Establishing the Salaries of the
Clerk and Assistant Clerks” implies that the increase of
the clerk to $8,000.00 is intended to carry also an increase
for the assistant clerks. The salaries of the assistant clerks
are at present fixed in accordance with Section 95 of Chap-
ter 221 of the General Laws. The first assistant clerk receives
a salary equal to 65% of the salary of the clerk, that is,
$4,420.00 and the second assistant clerk receives 60%, that
is, $4,080.00. If the bill raises the salaries on a percentage
basis in accordance with the provisions of the General
Laws, the first assistant clerk would be raised $780.00, that
is, to $5,200.00, and the second assistant clerk would be
raised $720.00, that is, to $4,800.00; there being in each
case an increase of about 18%. In view of the fact that the
assistant clerks are not specifically mentioned in the body
of the bill, the bill being a special bill applying to the salary
of the clerk, there is considerable doubt, I believe, whether
the bill would operate legally to increase their salaries.
However, the title shows that it is intended to provide
increases for them also. The salaries received at present are
larger than those in other positions in the classified service
of the Commonwealth which require a similar amount of
ability and training. An increase for the clerk or his as-
sistants is unwarranted at this time.

ALVAN T. FULLER.










