
SENATE No. 8

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF A STATE HIGHWAY AND
RESERVATION ALONG CERTAIN SECTIONS
OF THE BRITISH TRAIL IN LEXINGTON
AND CONCORD AS A REVOLUTIONARY
WAR MEMORIAL.

[Joint Ways and Means. Dec. 1, 1926.]

December 1, 1926.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 49 of the
Resolves of 1926, the Department of Public Works prt
;ents herewith its report upon its investigation relative t
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troops between Lexington and Concord, April nineteenth, seventeen
hundred and seventy-five, as does not now constitute a state high-
way, and the taking of adjoining territory for the purpose of pre-
serving the physical aspects of sites made memorable by the events
of said advance and retreat by the establishment of a state reserva-
tion, said new state highway and reservation to constitute a memorial
to the sacrifices and sufferings of the men and women of Massachusetts
whose courage and devotion initiated in this commonwealth the war
of the American revolution. The department shall report its con-
clusions and recommendations to the next annual session of the
general court by filing the same with the clerk of the senate not later
than December first in the current year, accompanied by plans,
estimates of cost, and drafts of such legislation as may be necessary
to give effect to its recommendations, and shall at the same time file
a copy thereof with the budget commissioner.

The historic route of the advance and retreat of the Brit-
ish troops between Lexington and Concord April 19, 1775,
has been investigated and the particular, ancient, physical
features of the sites of historic value have been viewed by
the Commissioners.

The greater portion of this route, it should be pointed
out, has already been taken over by the Commonwealth to
care for and maintain as a State highway. The portions of
this route in the town of Concord extending westerly from
the end of the existing State highway to the Concord River
are now under the control of the town. Another portion of
the route in Lexington extending easterly from the State
highway is under the jurisdiction of the town. There are,
however, two portions of this route located in the towns of
Lincoln and Lexington, where the new layout for the State
highway was made for better alignment, avoiding two

site of the so-called 'N iles
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In regard to the construction, as a State highway, of the
portions of this historic route, which do not now constitute
a State highway, the Department is of the opinion (1) that
the Commonwealth may well assume a portion of the cost
of laying out and maintaining as a State highway the two
portions of the route referred to above, one lying partly in
Lexington and partly in Lincoln and westerly of the junction
of the present State highway and Massachusetts Avenue in
Lexington, and the other lying wholly in the town of Lin-
coln, which the Department is empowered, and is prepared,
to do under existing provisions of law, the width of the right
of way to be 100 feet, except at curves, where it is advisable
to increase this width to provide safer conditions for travel;
and (2) that such physical features of historic interest, in-
cluding stone walls, boulders and other roadside features
lying within this right of way as it is possible to preserve,
be maintained; and (3) that this new State highway, to-
gether with the other portions of the route from Lexington
to Concord, shall be designated as a memorial highway.

The Department has given serious consideration to the
question of the taking of territory adjoining this historic
route and the establishment of the same as a State reser-
vation for the purpose of preserving the physical aspects of
these sites. It was stated at the public hearing that the
land adjoining this route is valued at about $l,OOO per acre,
as evidenced by recent sales in this vicinity and this makes
the taking of some 200 acres of land so expensive that the
Department is unwilling to recommend the establishment
of a reservation.

The creation of any sort of a public reservation in this
locality would result in particular benefits to the towns of
Lexington, Concord and Lincoln. The Department, there-
fore, is of the opinion that if, in the towns directly con-
cerned, there is sufficient interest in the situation to demand
the preservation of these sites, the project should be financed
and especially controlled by the local authorities, if it is to
be carried out in a manner that will meet the historical
requirements of the events to be perpetuated.



SENATE - No. 8. [Jan. 1927.4

The Department accordingly recommends that no further
legislation in this matter is necessary or advisable.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,

William F. Williams,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Frank E. Lyman,
Associate Commissioner, Division of Highways.

Jesse B. Baxter,
Richard K. Hale,

Associate Co7nmissio7iers,
Divisioti of Waterways and Public Lands


