
No. 56SENATE
To accompany the petition of Walter Perley Hall for legislation

relative to court stenographers and to providing clerical assistants
to the justices of the Superior Court. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act relative to Stenographers and Clerical
Assistants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section eighty-two and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 82. The justices of the superior court
6 shall appoint from time to time such official
7 stenographers and additional stenographers for
8 the several counties as the business of the court
9 may require. Official and additional stenogra-

-10 phers shall be sworn officers of the court, remov-
-11 able at the pleasure of the justices, may be ap-
-12 pointed for more than one county, and shall
13 perform such services in the county or counties
14 for which they are appointed or in any other
15 county, as may be assigned them by the justices
16 or by their authority. Stenographers heretofore
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17 appointed shall continue to hold office subject to
18 the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section eighty-three and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 83. The presiding justice at any sitting,
6 trial or hearing in the supreme judicial court or
7 the superior court, in case no stenographer is
8 assigned therefor, or in case of the illness or
9 absence of a stenographer assigned, may appoint

10 one or more temporary stenographers, who shall
11 be sworn, and shall during his or their service
12 have the powers and duties of an official ste-
-13 nographer.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out sections eighty-four and eighty-five.

1 Section 4. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section eighty-seven and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 87. The justices of the superior court
6 may make regulations not inconsistent herewith
7 relative to the assignments, duties and service of
8 stenographers appointed for that court, and any
9 other matters relative to such stenographers.

1 Section 5. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
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3 striking out section eighty-eight and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 88. Upon request of the presiding
6 justice or any party, the stenographer shall
7 furnish a transcript of his notes or any part
8 thereof, taken at a trial or hearing, for which he
9 shall be paid at the rate of ten cents for every

10 hundred words for each copy furnished, by the
11 party requesting it; but if it is requested by the
12 presiding justice, such payment shall be made
13 by the county upon a voucher approved by
14 such justice, and, in criminal cases, such ex-
-15 pense and the expense of transcripts furnished to
16 the district attorney shall be taxed like other
17 expenses.

1 Section 6. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section eighty-nine and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 89. The justices of the superior court
6 from time to time may appoint one or more
7 clerical assistants, removable at the pleasure of
8 the justices, and fix their compensation, which
9 shall be paid by the county, or the common-

-10 wealth, or by both in such proportion as the
11 justices may determine. The justices may make
12 regulations not inconsistent herewith relative to
13 the assignments, duties and service of such
14 clerical assistants, and any other matters relative
15 to them.
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1 Section 7. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting a new section, as follows
4 Section 90. When a salaried official stenogra-
-5 pher renders service in a county other than the
6 one for which he is appointed, the justice shall
7 allow him his reasonable and actual expenses for
8 transportation, food and lodging, to be paid by
9 the county in which he renders such service. At

10 the conclusion of his assignment he shall send a
11 statement of the dates when he rendered service
12 in such county, attested by the clerk of the court
13 for such county, to the treasurer of such county
14 and also to the treasurer of the county for which
15 he is appointed, whereupon the county in which
16 he rendered such service shall pay to the county
17 for which he is appointed fifteen dollars for each
18 day’s service so rendered.

1 Section 8. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section ninety-one and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 91. In counties having a population
6 of more than two hundred thousand, official
7 stenographers, other than additional stenogra-
-8 pliers, appointed by the justices of the superior
9 court shall receive salaries of thirty-five hundred

10 dollars, to be paid by the respective counties.
11 Other official stenographers, additional stenogra-
-12 pliers, and temporary stenographers shall be paid
13 by the county on the order of the presiding justice
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14 the sum of fifteen dollars for each day’s actual and
15 necessary attendance; and if the service is
16 rendered outside the county in which the ste-
-17 nographer resides or has his usual place of
18 business, the justice shall allow him in addition
19 to such compensation his reasonable and actual
20 expenses for transportation, food and lodging.
21 The stenographer for the county of Nantucket
22 shall be allowed in addition thereto the sum of
23 eighteen dollars for each sitting as compensation
24 for time consumed in traveling.

1 Section 9. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 one of chapter two hundred and thirty-one of the
3 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the words “order the” in the first line the
5 words; appellant or, —so as to read as fol-
-6 lows: Section 121. The presiding justice may
7 order the appellant or excepting party in civil
8 cases to provide him with a transcript of the
9 evidence and of the instructions to the jury, or

10 such portion thereof as he shall designate, written
11 out by the official stenographer from his notes,
12 within such time, not less than ten days after the
13 date of the order, as the presiding justice desig-
-14 nates.

1 Section 10. Section one hundred and thirty-
-2 tnree of chapter two hundred and thirty-one of
3 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “an” in the seventh line, the
5 words: — appellant or, — so as to read as fol-
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lows: Section 133. If, at law, in equity or in
probate proceedings an appellant or an excepting
party, or, in a case reported after a verdict,
finding or decision, the party at whose request it
is reported, or, in a case reported without de-
cision under section one hundred and eleven,
the plaintiff, neglects to enter the appeal, ex-
ceptions or report in the supreme judicial court
or to take the necessary measures by ordering
proper copies to be prepared or otherwise for the
hearing of the case, or if an appellant or excepting
party neglects to provide a transcript of the
evidence or of the instructions to the jury within
the time ordered by the justice under section one

hundred and twenty-one, the court in which the
appeal was taken or by which the exceptions were
allowed or the case reported may, upon the
application of the adverse party and after notice
to all parties interested, order the appeal dis-
missed, the exceptions overruled or the report
discharged, and thereupon, in the case of appeal
or exceptions, the decision, ruling, order or de-
cree appealed from, or excepted to, shall be in
full force and effect. Whenever after the entry
in the supreme judicial or the superior court of a
decree after rescript from the full bench of the
supreme judicial court in a suit in equity or in
probate proceedings, an appeal is claimed from
the decree, the justice by whom or by whose
order the decree was entered may inquire into
any reasons assigned for the appeal, and if he
deems that the decree conforms to the terms of
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38 the rescript and the appeal is claimed merely for
39 the purpose of delay, he may order the appeal
40 dismissed, and such proceedings may forthwith
41 be had and such processes may forthwith issue
42 as are necessary to carry out the provisions of
43 the decree. And if a further appeal is claimed
44 from an order so dismissing an appeal it shall not
45 operate to suspend or supersede the canying into
46 effect of the terms of the decree, and the full
47 bench of the supreme judicial court may order
48 such dismissal of appeal affirmed and the imposi-
-49 tion of reasonable terms and double costs to the
50 appellee.




