
No. 64SENATE
To accompany the petition of Erland F. Fish for an amendment

of the Constitution to authorize the division of towns having a repre-
sentative form of town meeting for purposes of apportioning repre-
sentative districts. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

Proposal for a Legislative Amendment of the Con-
stitution authorizing the Division, for Purposes
of apportioning Representative Districts, of Towns
having a Representative Form of Town Meeting.

1 A joint session of the senate and house of rep-
-2 resentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to
3 alter the constitution by the adoption of the
4 following article of amendment, to the end that
5 it may become a part of the Constitution, if
6 similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
7 general court and approved by the people at the
8 state election next following;

9 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT

10 Article XXI of the articles of amendment to
11 the constitution of the commonwealth is hereby
12 amended by inserting after the word “town”
13 where it occurs a second time in the second
14 sentence of the second paragraph of said article,
15 the words: —other than a town having a form
16 of town government providing for a town meeting
17 limited to such inhabitants of the town as may
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be elected to meet, deliberate, act and vote in
the exercise of the corporate powers of the town,

so that said sentence will read as follows:
The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston,
the county commissioners of other counties than
Suffolk, or in lieu of the mayor and aldermen
of the city of Boston, or of the county commis-
sioners in each county other than Suffolk, such
board of special commissioners in each county,
to be elected by the people of the county, or of
the towns therein, as may for that purpose be
provided by law, shall, on the first Tuesday
of August next after each assignment of rep-
resentatives to each county, assemble at a shire
town of their respective counties, and proceed,
as soon as may be, to divide the same into rep-
resentative districts of contiguous territory, so
as to apportion the representation assigned to
each county equally, as nearly as may be, accord-
ing to the relative number of legal voters in the
several districts of each county; and such dis-
tricts shall be so formed that no town, other
than a town having a form of town government
providing for a town meeting limited to such
inhabitants of the town as may be elected to
meet, deliberate, act and vote in the exercise of
the corporate powers of the town, or ward of a
city shall be divided therefor, nor shall any
district be made which shall be entitled to elect
more than three representatives.
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