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SENATE .... No. 215

Commission on Administration and Finance,
State House, Boston, February 10, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
For the past few years, an appropriation has been made

annually in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 131,
Section 67 of the General Laws and of Chapter 257 of the
Acts of 1921, to reimburse citizens of the Commonwealth
for damage done by wild deer and wild moose to crops and
fruit or ornamental trees. The expenditures in recent years
have been as follows:

The appropriation for the year 1926 was in the sum of
56,000 and the same amount has been recommended in the
current budget. The actual expenditure for this purpose
for the year 1927 thus exceeded the appropriation by 150%
and represented a growth of slightly more than this amount
as compared with the expenditure for 1925. There has
already been filed with the Comptroller for payment a single
voucher from one claimant for such damage during the cur-
rent year in the amount of $3,215.00, which would cost more
than 50% of the appropriation recommended.

This rapid growth in expenditures on this account makes
>t advisable to have a more careful consideration of these
cases and also, since the money is to be paid by the Com-
monwealth, it seems advisable that such further check

1924 .... . $4,753 25
1925 .... 5,997 20
1926 .... 15,702 77



[Jan,SENATE No. 215.2

should be made by an officer of the Commonwealth. The
proper officer to make the check is the Director of the
Division of Fisheries and Game, against whose appropriation
this item is charged.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES P. HOWARD,
JAMES C. McCORMICK,
FRANK H. PUTNAM,
GEORGE J. CRONIN,

tion on Administration and Finance.Commii
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Payment by the Common-
wealth for Damages caused by Wild Deer and
Moose.
Be it enacted toy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-seven of chapter one hundred
2 and thirty-one of the General Laws, as amended
3 by section one of chapter two hundred and fifty-
-4 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-5 one, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
6 the twenty-second, twenty-third and twenty-
-7 fourth lines, the words “The bills properly ap-
-8 proved with the cost of appraisal shall be sent
9 by the county treasurer to the state auditor, and

10 they”, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-11 ing: Every such bill, properly approved by the
12 county commissioners and with the cost of ap-
-13 praisal added to its amount, shall be sent to the
14 director who shall forthwith examine the same
lo and for such purpose shall have the powers con-
-16 ferred as aforesaid upon county commissioners.
17 If the director finds the bill to be proper, he shall
'8 endorse his approval thereon and shall transmit
9 the same to the comptroller and the bill, so as
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20 to read as follows; Section 67. Whoever suf-
-21 fers loss by the eating, browsing or trampling of
22 his fruit or ornamental trees, vegetables, produce
23 or crops by wild deer or wild moose, if the dam-
-24 age is done in a city may inform the officer of
25 police thereof, who shall be designated to receive
26 such information by the mayor, and if the damage
27 is done in a town may inform the chairman of the
28 selectmen of the town where the damage was
29 done, who shall proceed to the premises and
30 determine whether the damage was inflicted by
31 such deer or moose, and, if so, appraise the
32 amount thereof if it does not exceed twenty
33 dollars. If, in the opinion of the officer or chair-
-34 man, the amount of said damage exceeds twenty
35 dollars, he shall appoint two disinterested per-
-36 sons, who, with himself, shall appraise, under
37 oath, the amount thereof. The officer or chair-
-38 man shall return a certificate of the damages
39 found, except in Suffolk county, to the treasurer

40 of the county in which the damage is done,
41 within ten days after such appraisal is made.
42 The treasurer shall thereupon submit the same

43 to the county commissioners, who, within thirty

44 days, shall examine all bills for damages, and if
45 any doubt exists, may summon the appraisers
46 and all parties interested and make such ex-

-47 amination as they may think proper. Every

48 such bill, properly approved by the county

49 commissioners and with the cost of appraisal
50 added to its amount, shall be sent to the director
51 who shall forthwith examine the same and for such
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52 purpose shall have the powers conferred as afore-
-53 said upon county commissioners. If the director
54 finds the bill to be proper, he shall endorse his
55 approval thereon and shall transmit the same to
56 the comptroller and the bill shall be paid by the
57 commonwealth. In Suffolk county the cer-
-58 tificate of damages shall be returned to the treas-
-59 urer of the town where the damage is done, who
60 shall exercise and perform the rights and duties
61 hereby conferred and imposed upon the county
62 commissioners in other counties. The appraisers
63 shall receive from the commonwealth one dollar
64 each for every such examination made by them,
65 and shall receive twenty cents a mile, one way,
66 for their necessary travel.








