
Senate, March 10, 1927.

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 375) of
Ralph S. Bauer, mayor, and members of the city council
of the city of Lynn for legislation to provide for the appoint-
ment of a commissioner of public works for said city, report
the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 249).

For the committee,

CHARLES H. ANNIS.

[Representatives Jones of Peabody, Moriarty of Lowell
and Hanrahan of Boston dissenting.]
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act establishing the Office of Commissioner of
Public Works of the City of Lynn in Succession
to the Commission on Ways and Drainage of
Said City.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commission on ways and
2 drainage of the city of Lynn, established by sec-
-3 tion twenty-two of chapter three hundred and
4 forty of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
5 seventeen, as amended by section three of chapter
6 one hundred and seventy-seven of the Special
7 Acts of nineteen hundred and nineteen, and by
8 chapter ninety-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
9 and twenty-three, is hereby abolished; and there

10 is hereby established, in succession thereto, the
11 office of commissioner of public works. Except

12 as herein provided, all the rights, powers, duties
13 and obligations conferred or imposed by said
14 chapter three hundred and forty and its amend-
-15 ments upon said commission shall hereafter be
16 exercised and performed by said commissioner of
17 public works, and wherever in said chapter three
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18 hundred and forty and its amendments the words
19 “commission on ways and drainage” or the word
20 “commission” as applying thereto, appear, they
21 shall be construed as meaning the commissioner
22 of public works hereby established.

1 Section 2. The initial appointment to said
2 office of commissioner of public works shall be
3 made by the mayor, subject to confirmation by
4 the city council, as early as practicable after the
5 acceptance of this act, for a term beginning with
6 the second day of the following January and ex-
-7 tending to the first day of April, nineteen hundred
8 and thirty-three, and until the qualification of
9 his successor. Upon the expiration of said term

10 and that of any successor, a commissioner shall
11 be appointed in like manner for a term of five
12 years from the first day of April in the year of
13 appointment, and until the qualification of a

14 successor. The commissioner shall be a qualified
15 engineer of good standing and recognized ability,
16 but need not be a resident or voter of said city
17 at the time of his appointment. He shall receive
18 such salary, not exceeding ten thousand dollars,
19 as the city council may by ordinance determine,
20 which shall constitute his compensation in full
21 for all services rendered said city. The commis-
-22 sioner may be removed by the mayor for reasons
23 assigned in writing, approved by vote of two-
-24 thirds of the city council taken after hearing,
25 at which the commissioner may be represented
26 by counsel and which shall be held not less than
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27 seven days following receipt by him of the
28 reasons so assigned. Section forty-two of said
29 chapter three hundred and forty shall not apply
30 to said commissioner. Vacancies in the office of
31 commissioner shall be filled in the same manner
32 as original appointments.

1 Section 3. The city engineer, superintendent
2 of buildings, superintendent of streets, superin-
-3 tendent of sewers, commissioner of water supply

4 and city engineer, established by section twenty
5 of said chapter three hundred and forty, as

6 amended, shall no longer be subject to the pro-

-7 visions of said section twenty, but said officers
8 shall be appointed, for terms of three years,
9 beginning on the first day of April following, by

10 the commissioner of public works, subject to
11 confirmation by the city council, and, under the
12 supervision of said commissioner, they shall con-
-13 tin ue to exercise the powers and discharge the
14 duties respectively conferred or imposed by law,
15 and, in addition thereto, such further appropriate

16 powers and duties, not inconsistent with geneial
17 law, as the commissioner may prescribe. Said
18 officers may be removed by the commissioner
19 in accordance with the provisions of section
20 forty-two of said chapter three hundred and
21 forty, and the word mayor as appearing in

22 said section shall, for such purpose, be construed
23 to mean “commissioner of public works.” Va-
-24 cancies in said offices shall be filled for the
25 unexpired term in the same manner as original
26 appointments. The present incumbents of said
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27 offices shall continue to serve for the term for
28 which they were elected, subject to reappoint-
-29 ment as aforesaid by said commissioner. As
30 affecting the civil service laws, they shall be
31 deemed to be department heads.

1 Section 4. In addition to reports otherwise
2 required by law, the commissioner of public
3 works shall at least once in each month furnish
4 to said council, in writing, a complete and detailed
o report of all the municipal activities under his
6 supervision and control.

1 Section 5. Section thirty of said chapter
2 three hundred and forty is hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. This act shall be submitted to
2 the voters of the city of Lynn at the city election
3 in the current year, in the form of the following
4 question to be printed on the official ballot to be
o used at said election: “Shall an act passed by
6 the general court in the year nineteen hundred and7 twenty-seven, entitled ‘An Act establishing the8 office of commissioner of public works of the city9 of Lynn in succession to the commission on ways10 and drainage of said city ’be accepted?” If ajj majonty of the voters voting thereon vote in the2 affirmative in answer to said question, this actshall take effect upon the appointment and quali-

cation of the initial appointee to the office of
commission er of public works hereby established-if a majority of the votes cast as aforesaid are
ln the negative, this act shall be void.








