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acceptance of his election. Failure to obtain such a written acceptance 
withm ten days shall constitute a decimation, and the town clerk shall 
thereupon notify whichever of the defeated candidates who are eligible 
and willing to serve and who received the next highest number of votes 
at such election until all vacancies are filled 

In the event of a tie vote among such defeated candidates, and if 
there are fewer vacancies than such candidates whose votes are tied, the 
town clerk shall call together the town meeting members of the precinct 
where the vacancy occurs and they shall by majority vote of those 
members present, and by ballot, elect one of such defeated candidates 
to fill said vacancy 

In the event there are no such defeated candidates, eligible and willing 
to serve, the town clerk shall call together the town meeting members 
of the precinct who shall elect by majority vote of those members 
present, and by ballot, any registered voter of the precinct to fill said 
vacancy 

At such meetings a majority of such members shall constitute a 
quorum, and they shall elect from their own number a chairman and 
clerk. The clerk shall forthwith file with the town clerk a certificate 
of such election together with the written acceptance by the member so 
chosen, who shall thereupon be deemed elected and qualified as a town 
meeting member, subject to the provisions of those sections of this act 
respecting the electionN and qualification of elected town meeting 
members. 

SECTION 2 This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the 
town of Shrewsbury. Approved February 4, 1963. 

Chap. 6. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE MODERATOR OF THE TOWN 
OF SHREWSBURY SHALL BE ELECTED FOR A TERM OF THREE 
YEARS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 12 of chapter 553 of the acts of 1953 is hereby 
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence — A moderator shall be elected, for a term of 
three years, by the registered voters of the town by ballot at every 
third annual town election and shall serve as the moderator of all town 
meetings except as otherwise provided by law until his successor is elected 
and qualified. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town 
of Shrewsbury in the current year and shall first apply to the moderator 
elected in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-four. 

Approved February 4, 1963 

Chap. 7. AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME WITHIN WHICH CERTAIN 
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS AND THEIR WIVES, WIDOWS, FATHERS 
AND MOTHERS MAY FILE APPLICATIONS FOR ABATEMENT 
OR EXEMPTION OF TAXES. 

Be it enacted, etc , as follows: 

Chapter 666 of the acts of 1962 is hereby amended by adding at the 
end the following section. — 
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Section 6 Application for abatement or exemption, as provided in 
sections one, two, three and four of taxes levied in the year nineteen 
hundred and sixty-two may be made not later than October first, nine
teen hundred and sixty-three, notwithstanding any provision of law to 
the contrary. Approved February 4, 1963. 

C h a p . 8. A N A C T AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF HADLEY TO CON
STRUCT AND OPERATE A SYSTEM OR SYSTEMS OF SEWERAGE 
DISPOSAL. 

Be it enacted, etc , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The town of Hadley, hereinafter called the town, may 
lay out, construct, maintain and operate a system or systems of common 
sewers for a part or the whole of its territory, with such connections 
and other works as may be required for a system or systems of sewerage 
and sewage treatment and disposal, and may construct such sewers in 
said town as may be necessary. 

SECTION 2 The town may make and maintain, in any way therein 
where common sewers are constructed, such connecting sewers within 
the limits of such way as may be necessary to connect any estate which 
abuts upon the way. 

SECTION 3. The town may, at the meeting when this act is accepted, 
vote that the selectmen shall act as a board of sewer commissioners. 
If the town does not so vote at said meeting, the town shall elect by 
ballot, at any town meeting not later than the second annual meeting 
after the commencement of construction hereunder of a system or 
systems of sewerage and sewage disposal, a board of three sewer com
missioners, who shall be citizens of the town, to hold office, if elected at 
an annual meeting, one until the expiration of one year, one until the 
expiration of two years, and one until the expiration of three years, 
from such annual town meeting, and until their successors are qualified, 
or, if elected at a special meeting, one until the expiration of one year, 
one until the expiration of two years, and one until the expiration of 
three years from the next succeeding annual town meeting, and until 
their successors are qualified, and thereafter, at each annual town meet
ing when the term of a member expires, the town shall elect one member 
of the board to serve for three years and until his successor is qualified. 
Any selectman shall be eligible to election to said board. In either case, 
whether the town votes that its selectmen shall act as a board of sewer 
commissioners, or elects a board of sewer commissioners, the town may 
at any time thereafter, by any or all the methods permitted by general 
law, provide for the election of a board of three sewer commissioners, 
or that the selectmen may act as a board of sewer commissioners, as the 
case may be. 

SECTION 4. Said board of sewer commissioners, acting for and on 
behalf of said town, may take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-
nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, any 
lands, water rights, rights of way or easements, public or private, in said 
town, necessary for accomplishing any purpose mentioned in this act, 
and may construct such sewers under or over any bridge, railroad, rail
way, boulevard or other public way, or within the location of any rail-


