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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF
METROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO
TROLLEY SERVICE ON THE SAUGUS BRANCH
RAILROAD TRACKS IN EVERETT AND
MALDEN.

[Railroads. Nov. 25, 1927.]

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
44 School Street, Boston, November 22, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The General Court of 1927 passed the following resolve:

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Division of
Metropolitan Planning relative to Trolley Service on
the Saugus Branch of the Boston and Maine Railroad.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro-
politan district commission is hereby directed to investigate and
report as to the advisability and feasibility of a trolley service begin-
ning at the present Everett terminal of the Boston Elevated Railway
Company, thence over Broadway and Main Street, thence to a con-
nection with the Saugus branch of the Boston and Maine Railroad,
thence over said Saugus blanch by overhead trolley service to a point
at or near the Linden district of the city of Malden or beyond. Said
division shall report to the general court its findings and recommen-
dations, if any, and estimates of cost, and drafts of legislation embody-
ing such recommendations, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before December first in the current
year. [Approved March SO, 1927.
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Chapter 12.

In conformity with that resolve the Division respectfully
submits its report.
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In 1925 and again in 1926 this Division submitted to the
Legislature special reports on the use of the Saugus Branch
for rapid transit service. It was our conclusion that the
cost was at the present time prohibitive, particularly in
view of the many other rapid transit extensions needed and
serving a much larger population. We recognized the desira-
bility of furnishing rapid transit to Malden and Saugus, but
failed to see the financial justification of the same at that
time.

The present resolve deals with the establishment of trolley
service over the Saugus Branch, terminating at the rapid
transit station in Everett. This is much more feasible from
a financial standpoint than the operating of through rapid
transit trains. The cost of bonding the rails, erecting the
overhead lines, reconstructing station platforms, special
equipment for the rolling stock, etc., for trolley service will
not be serious. It must be recognized, however, that even
though steam passenger service on the Saugus Branch is
abandoned freight service must be maintained to the many
industries located along that branch. Between five and six
thousand freight cars per year are delivered over the branch
to local industries in Malden and Saugus. The territory is
admirably adapted to manufacturing. There are many
available sites, and in our opinion the number of industries
along the branch will steadily grow.

The pro,blem therefore arises as to whether it is feasible
to use jointly the tracks of the branch for the freight service
of the Boston & Maine Railroad and for the trolley service
operated by the Elevated. We have conferred with the
officials of both companies on this matter, but we have not
at this time received any final answer. Undoubtedly the
changes and readjustments caused by the advent of a new
administration have delayed the studies of the railroad, but
we know they are giving the questions careful consideration.
Until, however, we receive definite word from the railroad
as to their views on the feasibility of joint operation we
cannot make a final report.

Saugus is now furnished trolley service to Lynn by the
Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway Company, and if it
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is found feasible to establish through trolley service coinci-
dent with the use of the tracks for freight service we feel
that such service should be jointly operated by the Elevated
and the Eastern, the Elevated receiving all fares west of
some point in Saugus, and the Eastern all fares to the east.
We also feel that the trolley service should be diverted from
the tracks of the Saugus Branch at Western Avenue, Lynn,
to the tracks of the Eastern running to Lynn Common so
that through service may be operated from the Lynn
Common to Everett.

Saugus and the eastern part of Malden are greatly in need
of better transportation. The territory lies within a rela-
tively short distance of both Boston and Lynn, and would
rapidly grow with good service. We are therefore extremely
anxious to find a solution of the problem presented in the
above resolve, but because of the lack of suitable data we
cannot at this time make any definite recommendations.
We propose, however, to continue our studies and to submit
a further report at a later date.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.
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