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Department of Civil Service and Registration.
State Examiners of Electricians,

State House, Boston, December 2, 1927.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In compliance with chapter 30, section 33, of the General
Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the acts
of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith such parts of
the annual report of the State Examiners of Electricians
(Pub. Doc. No. 114) as contain recommendations for legis-
lative action, with accompanying bill.

Very truly yours,

ALBERT L. EDSON,

Cfje Commontoealtf) of siassacfnisms

Executive Secretary.
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Investigation and analysis of complaints received by the
Examiners over a period of several years lead them to
believe that additional perfecting legislation is necessary with
respect to the operation and enforcement of chapter 141 of
the General Laws, as follows:

Enforcement.
Chapter 141 of the General Laws does not delegate to

the examiners of electricians any enforcement powers, nor
is it deemed advisable that it should. Enforcement of the
law should be in the hands of the duly appointed local
authorities. At present, however, such enforcement, while
badly needed, seldom takes place. Since violations occur
on private property, the police are as a rule not in a posi-
tion to observe same and under chapter 166, section 32,
General Laws, which was enacted previous to the enact-
ment of chapter 141, no specific or implied authority is
given to inspectors of wires to enforce the law relating to
the licensing of electricians. Such inspectors are in a very
good position to observe and determine violations of chapter
141 of the General Laws and legislation is recommended,
therefore, which will give them the authority to enforce
such parts of said law as pertain to its violation by unli-
censed and incompetent persons. It is not believed that
the delegation of this authority to such inspectors will
materially increase their work, but will rather lessen same
since it will reduce the amount of defective work which is
now being done by unlicensed and incompetent persons.

Revenue.
Since the total revenue to the commonwealth is greatly

in excess of the actual expenses of the examiners, it is not
considered advisable to recommend legislation which will
materially increase such revenue. At present, however, fees
charged for examinations are in certain cases less than the
cost of examination and in other cases excessive. Fees for
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renewal are excessive in the case of master electricians and
possibly too low in the case of journeymen. It is recom-
mended, therefore, that legislation be enacted which will
change these fees. Such schedules of fees as have been
worked out and submitted by the examiners for enactment
are carefully calculated so as not to reduce the revenue and
will bring such fees in close conformity to those recently
enacted and applicable to licensed plumbers.

Legislation is also recommended which will enable fines
to be paid to the local municipalities instead of to the
commonwealth, as at present. This may tend to closer
enforcement by local authorities.

Increasing use of electrical appliances and wiring leads
the examiners to believe that legislation should be adopted
which will more clearly define the work that may be done
by certain classes of licensees, and legislation to this effect
is therefore recommended.

Definition of Terms, “Master” and “Journeyman”
Electricians.



HOUSE — No. 151. [Jan.4

Accompanying the recommendations of the State Examiners of
Electricians. Public Safety. Dec. 8, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Supervision of Electricians.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and
2 forty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the second paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 The words “master electrician” as used in this
6 chapter shall mean a corporation, firm or person,
7 except a journeyman electrician as hereinafter defined,
8 who engages in the business of installing wires, con-
-9 duits, apparatus, fixtures and other appliances for

10 carrying or using electricity for light, heat or power
11 purposes.

1 Section 2. Section three of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-one, as amended by sections one and
3 two of chapter two hundred and twenty-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word “elec-

-6 trician” in the twentieth line the following new para-
-7 graph: Except as provided in section eight, a holder

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cl)e CommontuealtJ) of egassacfnisctts.
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8 of “Certificate B” shall not be entitled to engage in the
9 business of installing wires, conduits, apparatus, fix-

-10 tures and other appliances for carrying or using elec-
-11 tricity for light, heat or power purposes unless em-
-12 ployed by a holder of “Certificate A”, or unless said
13 holder of “Certificate B” is also registered as a master
14 electrician and holds “Certificate A”; provided, that
15 journeymen electricians may, subject to local ordinances,
16 rules and requirements and subject to such rules as
17 may be made by the examiners, make such repairs and
18 alterations on existing installations as do not materially
19 change such installations, and by striking out clauses
20 (3), (4) and (5) and inserting in place thereof the
21 following:

22 (3) Persons desiring an examination shall make
23 written application therefor, accompanied by the proper
24 fee, which shall be ten dollars for “Certificate A” and
25 five dollars for “Certificate B”. An applicant failing
26 in his examination shall not have his fee returned to
27 him and for each subsequent examination he shall pay
28 the same fee as required for an original examination.
29 (4) Each “Certificate A” shall expire on July thirty-
-30 first in each year, but may be renewed by the same
31 person, or the same firm or corporation, acting by one
32 or more of its members or officers, without further
33 examination, upon payment of a fee of ten dollars,
34 application therefor being made during the preceding
35 month.
36 (5) Each “Certificate B” shall expire on July thirty-
-37 first in each year, but may be renewed upon payment
38 of a fee of two dollars and upon the same conditions
39 set forth in the preceding paragraph, —• so as to read
40 as follows: Section 3. Two forms of licenses shall be
41 issued. The first, hereinafter referred to as “Certifi-
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42 cate A”, shall be known as “master electrician’s
license”, and the second, hereinafter referred to as
“Certificate B”, shall be known as “journeyman
electrician’s license”.

43
44
45
46 (1) “Certificate A” shall be issued to any person,

firm or corporation engaged in or about to engage in
the business of installing electrical wires, conduits,
apparatus, fixtures and other electrical appliances,
qualified under this chapter. The certificate shall
specify the name of the person, firm or corporation so
applying, and the name of the person, who in the case
of a firm shall be one of its members, and in the case
of a corporation, one of its officers, passing said exam-
ination, by which he or it shall be authorized to enter
upon or engage in business as set forth therein. The
holding of “Certificate A” shall not entitle the holder
individually to engage in or perform the actual work
of installing electric wires, conduits and appliances as
previously described in this chapter, but shall entitle
him to conduct business as a master electrician.

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

56
57
58
59
60
61

(2) “Certificate B” shall be granted to any person
who has passed an examination before the state exam-
iners of electricians. It shall specify the name of such
person, who shall thereby be authorized to engage in
the occupation of a journeyman electrician.

62
63
64
65
66

Except as provided in section eight, a holder of
“Certificate B” shall not be entitled to engage in the
business of installing wires, conduits, apparatus, fix-
tures and other appliances for carrying or using elec-
tricity for light, heat or power purposes unless employed
by a holder of “Certificate A”, or unless said holder of
“Certificate B” is also registered as a master electrician
and holds “Certificate A”; provided, that journey-
men electricians may, subject to local ordinances, rules

67
G8
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
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76 and requirements and subject to such rules as may be
77 made by the examiners, make such repairs and altera-
-78 tions on existing installations as do not materially
79 change such installations.
80 (3) Persons desiring an examination shall make
81 written application therefor, accompanied by the proper
82 fee, which shall be ten dollars for “Certificate A” and
83 five dollars for “Certificate B”. An applicant failing
84 in his examination shall not have his fee returned to

85 him and for each subsequent examination he shall pay
86 the same fee as required for an original examination-
-87 (4) Each “Certificate A” shall expire on July thirty-
-88 first in each year, but may be renewed by the same
89 person, or the same firm or corporation acting by one
90 or more of its members or officers, without further
91 examination, upon payment of a fee of ten dollars,
92 application therefor being made during the preceding
93 month.
94 (5) Each “Certificate B” shall expire on July thirty-
-95 first in each year, but may be renewed upon payment
96 of a fee of two dollars and upon the same conditions
97 set forth in the preceding paragraph.
98 (6) Holders of “Certificate A” shall keep their
99 certificate of registration displayed in a conspicuous

100 place in their principal offices or places of business.
101 Holders of “Certificate B” shall be furnished by the
102 examiners with evidence of having been so licensed, in
103 card form or otherwise, which shall be carried on the
104 person of the licensee and exhibited on request.
105 (7) Any certificate expiring while the holder thereof
106 is in the military or naval service of the United States
107 shall be renewed without further examination, upon
108 payment of the prescribed fee, at any time within four
109 months after such person’s discharge from the service.
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110 (8) Examination papers and applications for “Cer-
-111 tificate A” and “Certificate B” shall be preserved for
112 at least three years, after which time they may, at the
113 discretion of the examiners, be destroyed.
114 (9) Records of the meetings of the examiners shall be
115 open for inspection at all times, and they shall have
116 printed annually a manual of their regulations, including
117 the names of all licensees.

1 Section 3. Section five of said chapter one hundred
2 and forty-one is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following; The inspector of wires desig-
-4 nated or appointed under authority of section thirty-
-5 two of chapter one hundred and sixty-six, the select-
-6 men in towns having no such inspector, and in Boston,
7 the commissioner of wires, shall enforce the provisions
8 of this section.

1 Section 4. Section ten of said chapter one hundred
2 and forty-one is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 first line, the words “and fines”, —so as to read as
4 follows: Section 10. Fees collected under this chap-
-5 ter shall be paid to the commonwealth.


