
To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In accordance with section 33 of chapter 30 of the Gen-

eral Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the
Acts of 1923, the Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
respectfully submit such parts of their annual report (Pub.
Doc. No. 86) as contain recommendations for legislative
action.

Respectfully yours,

HOLLIS R. BAILEY,

HOUSE No. 185

Che Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts

Chairman and Secretary,
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The Commissioners this year recommend the enactment
of two Uniform Laws, viz.:

1. The Uniform Declaratory Judgments Acts.
2. The Uniform Act concerning the Discharge of Obli-

gors bound for the Same Debt or Liability.
The first of these acts, viz., The Declaratory Judgments

Act, has been recommended at least twice in previous years.
The Commissioners again recommend the enactment of

the Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act. This act has
been adopted in eight States, including New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. The reasons which were advanced last year
for the adoption of the act still hold good. This act, after
several years’ consideration, was approved by the National
Conference of Commissioners in 1922, and in 1923 was
approved by the American Bar Association. The act was
drafted after a very careful study of the English law and
practice on the subject of declaratory judgments. The
fact that eight States have already adopted the Uniform
Law makes it very desirable that Massachusetts should
enact this law rather than adopt a law worded in a differ-
ent way. Before the Uniform Law was recommended, five
States, viz., Florida, Michigan, Wisconsin, Kansas and
New York, had adopted the principle which is the basis
of the law.

We believe that this Uniform Law is a good law, and we
hope it will be adopted in Massachusetts this year.

No one appeared last year to oppose this act. The fact
that the law was not approved by the Judiciary Committee
last year simply indicates that the Committee was not then
ready to report favorably. The Uniform Partnership Act
was held in abeyance several years before it was finally
enacted.

It is the duty of your Commissioners to recommend for
enactment such legislation as they think desirable, and it is
in the performance of this duty that they recommend for
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consideration this piece of legislation which they believe is
very desirable.

The second of the acts recommended, viz., The Uniform
Law relating to the Discharge of Obligors bound for the
Same Debt, was recommended by your Commissioners in
1925.

This law was drafted by Professor Williston at the sug-
gestion of the American Law Institute, was carefully con-
sidered by a committee of the National Conference of Com-
missioners on Uniform State Laws, and by the Conference
as a whole, and was finally approved at the meeting of the
Conference in August, 1925. It was approved by the Amer-
ican Bar Association at a meeting held in September, 1925.

It is universally agreed that the common law in regard
to joint obligations is likely to work injustice. The effect
of the common law very often is not fully understood by
the parties that enter into such obligations or by those to
whom they are bound, and the results are often very
technical.

It is with a view to correcting these injustices that the
present uniform law has been prepared.

We believe that this law is a desirable piece of legislation,
and hope it may be enacted.




