
HOUSE No. 236
By Mr. Penshorn of Boston, petition of the Master Bakers’ Asso-

ciation of Boston for legislation to establish uniform standard weights
for loaves of bread. Mercantile Affairs. Dec. 20, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act to establish Uniform Standard Weights for
Loaves of Bread.

1 Section 1. Section seven of chapter ninety-four
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section one of
3 chapter one hundred and eighty-six of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “of” in the fifth
6 line the words: one half pound, so as to read as
7 follows: Section 7. Except as provided in the
8 following section, bread shall not be manufactured for
9 sale, sold, or offered or exposed for sale otherwise

10 than by weight, and shall be manufactured for sale,
11 sold, or offered or exposed for sale only in units of one
12 half pound, one pound, one and one half pounds, or
13 multiples of one pound. When multiple loaves are
14 baked, each unit of the loaf shall conform to the
15 weight required by this section. The weights herein
16 specified shall mean net weights not more than twelve
17 hours after baking, or not more than twelve hours
18 after the sale and delivery of such loaves by the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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19 manufacturer or by his servant or agent. Such
20 weights shall be determined by the average weight of
21 not less than six loaves; provided, that such average
22 weights shall be determined by the weight of at least
23 twelve loaves whenever such number of loaves is
24 available at the time and place of such weighing; and
25 provided further, that bread found upon any premises
26 occupied for the manufacture of bread for sale, or any
27 bread found in the wagons, trucks, baskets, boxes,
28 or other delivery vehicles or receptacles owned or
29 controlled by the manufacturer of such bread, and
30 being transported or delivered for sale, shall for the
31 purposes of this section be deemed to have been
32 baked within twelve hours unless such bread is marked,
33 designated or segregated as stale bread, under regu-
-34 lations prescribed by the director of standards.

1 Section 2. Section eight of said chapter ninety-
-2 four, as amended by chapter ninety-four of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by section
4 two of chapter one hundred and eighty-six of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further
6 amended by striking out said section and inserting
7 in place thereof the following;
8 Section 8. Unit weights, as defined in the preceding
9 section, shall not apply to buns, biscuits, rolls or

10 fancy bread weighing less than four ounces. When
11 an inspection of bread is made by the director or any
12 inspector of standards or sealer of weights and meas-
-13 ures, the owner of such bread, or his servants or agents,
14 shall, upon request of the official making such inspec-
-15 tion, furnish him with such information as he may
16 require to determine whether such bread complies
17 with legal requirements.
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1 Section 3. Section nine of said chapter ninety-
-2 four, as amended by section three of chapter one
3 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out said section and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
7 Section 9. The director of standards shall pre-
-8 scribe such rules and regulations as are necessary to
9 enforce the two preceding sections, including reason-

-10 able tolerances or variations within which all weights
11 shall be kept; provided, that such tolerances or
12 variations shall not exceed one ounce per pound under
13 the standard unit weight. The said director, and
14 under his direction the local sealers of weights and
15 measures, shall cause this and the two preceding
16 sections to be enforced. They may seize without
17 warrant any bread which they may deem necessary
18 to be used as evidence of violation of law, giving a
19 receipt therefor, and such bread shall be returned to
20 the owner or forfeited as the court may direct.




