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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Special Commission created by chapter 43 of the 
Resolves of 1927, created to construct and establish a 
memorial park on the site heretofore purchased at St. 
Mihiel for a memorial in France to the men and women 
who died overseas during the World War, has the honor to 
transmit the following report.

Five of the six members of the Commission visited St. 
Mihiel this summer at their own expense and inspected the 
site selected for the park. The land has been cleared of all 
debris, including the cafe which was situated thereon. The 
stone buildings, some of which were in a dilapidated con
dition, have now all been removed. The property has been 
generally cleaned up, and now presents a respectable ap
pearance. One building at the edge of the property has 
been preserved because it was in good condition and perhaps 
can be used eventually in connection with the park.

During the visit of the American Legion in France, many 
citizens of Massachusetts made the pilgrimage to St. Mihiel. 
They were received with open arms by the city authorities.



They found on the Massachusetts property a guide ready 
to assist them and a complete record of all Massachusetts 
dead.

Upon one particular day during the week of the Legion 
Convention, a Massachusetts delegation of about seventy- 
five men and women was specially received at luncheon 
by the city of St. Mihiel, and was afterwards officially wel
comed at the City Hall by the Mayor of St. Mihiel, the 
Municipal Council, and Monsieur Poincare, the Premier of 
France.

With the reasons for the selection of this site we are not 
now concerned. The Legislature has already approved it, 
has purchased the property, and has instructed the Com
mission to proceed with the establishment of the park.

The Commission has taken steps toward carrying out 
these instructions, and has had preliminary plans for the 
memorial park prepared. These, in due course, will be 
submitted for the approval of the Art Commission for the 
Commonwealth.

The Commission does not recommend the appropriation 
of any more money by the Legislature this year. The 
$15,000 appropriated last year will be sufficient for the 
present. The expense of maintaining and caring for the 
park will, we believe, be insignificant. The authorities of 
the city of St. Mihiel have already indicated that this could 
be undertaken by the city for a very small sum.

When the park is completed, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts will have a permanent memorial in France 
to her dead, worthy of her dignity and of which her citizens 
will be proud. The site, which was selected in 1922, is a 
magnificent one. Overlooking the beautiful Meuse valley, 
backed by an imposing cliff of six immense rocks, and 
already containing some splendid trees and shrubbery and 
an attractive walk along the river, the park can be per
manently preserved as a place of natural beauty where 
visitors can always find peace, and the citizens of France 
of that vicinity daily enjoyment.

A memorial of this character is peculiarly fitting. It has 
been enthusiastically approved by the French authorities.



It will be of permanent benefit to the people of France, and 
an*enduring monument to the valor of the sons and daugh
ters of Massachusetts who gave their lives for a great cause.

Respectfully submitted,

GASPAR G. BACON, Chairman. 
SLATER W ASHBURN, Vice-Chairman. 
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