
By Mr. Webber of Gloucester, petition of Louis A. Francis and
others that cities be authorized to establish reserve forces in their
fire departments. Cities. Dec. 27, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act providing for the Establishment of Reserve
Forces in the Fire Departments of Cities.

1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section thirty-
-3 seven the following new section: —■

4 Section 37A. Any city, except Boston, in which
5 the city council, with the approval of the mayor, ac-
-6 cepts this and the two following sections, may estab-
-7 lish a reserve force of firemen in its fire department;
8 and appointments thereto shall, subject to chapter
9 thirty-one, be made in the same manner as appoint-

-10 ments to the regular force of the fire department of
11 said city.
12 The number of members of such reserve force shall
13 not exceed five in cities in which the number of mem-
-14 hers of the regular force does not exceed fifteen. If
15 the number of members of the regular force exceeds
16 fifteen, one member may be added to the reserve
17 force for every three of the regular force above fif-
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18 teen and not above thirty; one for every five of the
19 regular force above thirty and not above eighty;
20 and one for every ten of the regular force above
21 eighty.
22 The mayor, board of engineers of the fire depart-
-23 ment or the officer or board having charge of the
24 fire department of a city in which such reserve
25 force is established may assign the members thereof
26 to duty in the fire department of said city whenever
27 and for such length of time as said mayor, board of
28 engineers of the fire department or the officer or
29 board having charge of the fire department may
30 deem necessary. The compensation of the mem-
-31 hers of said reserve force shall be fixed by the city
32 council.






