
HOUSE .... No. 262
At the request of Mr. Crowther of Fall River, petition of Thomas

C. Crowther that owners of certain motor vehicles and trailers be
required to furnish security for their civil liability on account of
injury to or destruction of property caused by their motor vehicles
and trailers, taken from the files of the preceding year. Insurance.
Dec. 30, 1927.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act requiring Owners of Certain Motor Vehicles and
Trailers to furnish Security for their Civil Liability
on Account of Injury to or Destruction of Property
caused by their Motor Vehicles and Trailers.

1 Section 1. Section thirty-four A of chapter
2 ninety of the General Laws, inserted by section two
3 of chapter three hundred and forty-six of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and as amended
5 by section two of chapter three hundred and sixty-
6 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
7 six, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
Sword “fifty-two” in the thirty-eighth line the
9 words:—, and injury to or destruction of property

10 sustained during the term of said bond by any
11 person,— by inserting after the word “person” in
12 the forty-fifth and sixty-fourth lines, in each in-
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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13 stance, the words: —, and to the amount or limit
of at least one thousand dollars for any accident
resulting in such injury to or destruction of property
whether of one or more persons, and by inserting
after the word “fifty-two” in the fifty-sixth line the
words: —, and injury to or destruction of property
sustained during the term of said policy by any
person, so as to read as follows: Section
The following words, as used in sections thirty-four
A to thirty-four I, inclusive, shall have the following
meanings: “Certificate”, the certificate of an
insurance company authorized to transact the
business specified in subdivision (5) of the sixth clause
of section forty-seven of chapter one hundred and
seventy-five, stating that it has issued to the appli-
cant for registration of a motor vehicle or trailer a
motor vehicle liability policy which covers such
motor vehicle or trailer, conforms to the provisions
of section one hundred and thirteen A of said chapter
one hundred and seventy-five and runs for a period
at least coterminous with that of such registration
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or that it has executed a binder, as defined in said
section one hundred and thirteen A, under and in
conformity with said section covering such motor
vehicle or trailer pending the issue of a motor vehicle
liability policy; or the certificate of a surety com-
pany authorized to transact business under section
one hundred and five of said chapter one hundred
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and seventy-five as surety, stating that a motor
vehicle liability bond, payable to the common-
wealth, which covers such motor vehicle or trailer,

41
42
43

conforms to the provisions of said section one hun-
dred and thirteen A, and runs for a period at least
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47 cuted by such applicant as principal and by such
48 surety company as surety; or the certificate of the
49 division stating that cash or securities have been
50 deposited with the division as provided in section
51 thirty-four E. “Motor vehicle liability bond”, a
52 bond conditioned that the obligor shall within thirty
53 days after the rendition thereof satisfy all judgments
54 rendered against him or against any person re-
-55 sponsible for the operation of the obligor’s motor
56 vehicle or trailer with his express or implied con-
-57 sent in actions to recover damages for bodily injuries,
58 including death at any time resulting therefrom,
59 sustained during the term of said bond by any
60 person other than employees of the obligor or of
61 such other person responsible as aforesaid who are
62 entitled to payments or benefits under the provisions
63 of chapter one hundred and fifty-two, and injury
64 to or destruction of property sustained during the
65 term of said bond by any person, and arising out of
66 the ownership, operation, maintenance, control or
67 use upon the ways of the commonwealth of such
68 motor vehicle or trailer to the amount or limit of
69 at least five thousand dollars on account of injury
70 to or death of any one person, and, subject to such
71 limits as respects injury to or death of one person,
72 of at least ten thousand dollars on account of any
73 one accident resulting in injury to or death of more
74 than one person, and to the amount or limit of at
75 least one thousand dollars for any accident resulting
76 in such injury to or destruction of property whether
77 of one or more persons. “Motor vehicle liability
78 policy”, a policy of liability insurance which pro-
-79 vides indemnity for or protection to the insured and
80 any person responsible for the operation of the
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insured’s motor vehicle or trailer with his express
or implied consent against loss by reason of the
liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries,
including death at any time resulting therefrom,
sustained during the term of said policy by any
person other than employees of the insured or of
such other person responsible as aforesaid who are
entitled to payments or benefits under the provisions
of chapter one hundred and fifty-two, and injury to
or destruction of property sustained during the
term of said policy by any person, and arising out of
the ownership, operation, maintenance, control or
use upon the ways of the commonwealth of such
motor vehicle or trailer to the amount or limit of at
least five thousand dollars on account of injury to
or death of any one person, and, subject to such
limits as respects injury to or death of one person,
of at least ten thousand dollars on account of any one
accident resulting in injury to or death of more than
one person, and to the amount or limit of at least one
thousand dollars for any accident resulting in such
injury to or destruction of property whether of one
or more persons, or a binder as defined in section
one hundred and thirteen A of said chapter one
hundred and seventy-five providing indemnity or
protection as aforesaid pending the issue of such a
policy.
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1 Section 2. Section thirty-four Eof said chapter
2 ninety, inserted by said section two of said chapter
3 three hundred and forty-six, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in the fourth and the sixth lines, in
5 each instance, the word “five” and inserting in
6 place thereof the word: six, by inserting after
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I the word “fifty-two” in the fifteenth and sixteenth
lines the words: —, and injury to or destruction of
property sustained during the term of such regis-
tration by any person, —by inserting after the
word “judgment” in the nineteenth line the words:—
in an action to recover damages for bodily injury
or death and to the amount or limit of at least one
thousand dollars on account of any such judgment
in an action to recover damages for injury to or
destruction of property, and by inserting after
the word “dollars” in the twenty-ninth line the
words: as respects bodily injury or death or one
thousand dollars as respects injury to or destruction
of property, so as to read as follows: Section
S4E. The applicant for registration may, in lieu of
procuring a motor vehicle liability bond or policy,
deposit with the division cash in the amount of six
thousand dollars or bonds, stocks or other evidences
of indebtedness satisfactory to the division of a
market value of not less than six thousand dollars
as security for the payment by such applicant or by
any person responsible for the operation of such
applicant’s motor vehicle or trailer with his express
or implied consent of all judgments rendered against
such applicant or against such person in actions to
recover damages for bodily injuries, including death
at any time resulting therefrom, sustained during
the term of registration by any person other than
employees of the applicant or such other person
responsible as aforesaid who are entitled to pay-
ments or benefits under the provisions of chapter
one hundred and fifty-two, and injury to or destruc-
tion of property sustained during the term of such
registration by any person, and arising out of the
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ownership, operation, maintenance, control or use
upon the ways of the commonwealth of such motor
vehicle or trailer to the amount or limit of at least
five thousand dollars on account of any such judg-
ment in an action to recover damages for bodily
injury or death and to the amount or limit of at
least one thousand dollars on account of any such
judgment in an action to recover damages for injury
to or destruction of property. The depositor shall
be entitled to the interest accruing on his deposit
and to the income payable on the securities de-
posited and may from time to time with the con-
sent of the division change such securities. Upon
presentation to the division by an officer qualified to
serve civil process of an execution issued on any
such judgment against the registrant or other person
responsible as aforesaid, the division shall pay, out
of the cash deposited by the registrant as herein
provided, the amount of the execution, including
costs and interest, up to but not in excess of five
thousand dollars as respects bodily injury or death
or one thousand dollars as respects injury to or
destruction of property. If the registrant has de-
posited bonds, stocks or other evidences of indebt-
edness, the division shall, on presentation of an
execution as aforesaid, cause the said securities or

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

56
Of

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

such part thereof as may be necessary to satisfy the
judgment to be sold at public auction, giving the
registrant three days’ notice in writing of the time
and place of said sale, and from the proceeds of said
sale the division shall, after paying the expenses
thereof, satisfy the execution as hereinbefore pro-
vided when a cash deposit has been made. Any
payment upon an execution by the division in ac-
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75 cordance with the provisions of this section shall
76 discharge its members from all official and personal
77 liability whatever to the registrant to the extent of
78 such payment. The division shall, whenever the
79 amount of such deposit from any cause falls below
80 the amount required by this section, require, at the
81 option of the registrant, the deposit of additional
82 cash or securities up to the amount required by this
83 section or a motor vehicle liability bond or policy
84 as provided in this chapter. Money or securities
85 deposited with the division under the provisions of
86 this section shall not be subject to attachment or
87 execution except as provided in this section. The
88 division shall deposit any cash received under the
89 provisions of this section in a savings bank or the
90 savings department of a trust company or of a
91 national bank within the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Section four of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
3 tion one of chapter three hundred and nineteen of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by
5 section ten of chapter three hundred and forty-six
6 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is
7 hereby further amended by striking out, in the fifth
8 and sixth lines, the words “except those hereinafter
9 provided for,” and also by inserting after the word

10 “death” in the tenth line the words; or for injury
11 to or destruction of property, —so as to read as
12 follows: Section J+. Actions for assault and bat-
-13 tery, false imprisonment, slander, actions against
14 sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables or assignees in
15 insolvency, for the taking or conversion of personal
16 property, actions of tort for injuries to the person
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against counties, cities and towns, and actions of
contract or tort for malpractice, error or mistake,
against physicians, surgeons, dentists, hospitals and
sanitaria, shall be commenced only within two
years next after the cause of action accrues; and
actions for libel and actions of tort for bodily
injuries or for death or for injury to or destruction
of property the payment of judgments in which is
required to be secured by chapter ninety, suits by
judgment creditors in such actions of tort under
section one hundred and thirteen of chapter one
hundred and seventy-five and clause (10) of section
three of chapter two hundred and fourteen and
suits on motor vehicle liability bonds under section
thirty-four F of said chapter ninety shall be com-
menced only within one year next after the cause of
action accrues.
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