
No. 456HOUSE
At the request of Mr. Sawyer of Ware, the petition of Roland D.

Sawyer for legislation to authorize investigation of facts in eases of
application to the Governor for pardon in connection with capital
cases was taken from the files of the preceding year. Judiciary
(Joint). Jan. 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty Eight.

An Act relative to Action by the Governor in
Cases of Appeal for Pardon in Capital Cases
on the Ground of Alleged Innocence or a Mis-
carriage of Justice, or Both.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 When an application is made to the gov-
-2 ernor for pardon after sentence of death in a
3 capital case, and the ground of the application
4 is the alleged innocence of the defendant or a
5 miscarriage of justice, or both, the governor
6 may appoint not more than five persons to
7 constitute a commission to conduct hearings at
8 such place or places as may be designated by the
9 governor, and to find and report to him the facts

10 relevant to such petition. He shall designate
11 one of said persons to act as the chairman of
12 such commission. The commission shall have

Cl)c Commontoealtt) of epassacfuisctts



HOUSE No. 456. [Jan. 1928,2

13 power to administer oaths, and to issue sub-
poenas to compel attendance of witnesses before
them, and the production of books and papers.
The presiding judge of the court in which con-
viction was had and the district attorney who
prosecuted the case shall, if requested by the
commission, appear before the commission and
furnish such information relevant to the matter
as the commission may request. The commis-
sion may employ a stenographer. The com-
pensation of the commission shall be fixed by
the governor and council, and shall with the
expense of the stenographer be paid from the
treasury of the commonwealth. The commis-
sion may make recommendations, as well as
findings of fact, but nothing in this act shall
be construed to require the governor to accept
any such recommendation or be bound by such
findings of fact.
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