
HOUSE No. 599
By Mr. Luitwieler of Newton, petition of the United Improvement

Association for an amendment of the law relative to the discharge of
oils into or on the waters of the Commonwealth. Public Health.
Jan. 16.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Discharge of Oils into or on the
Waters of the Commonwealth.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, therefore, it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
4 for the immediate preservation of the public health
5 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eleven of the General
2 Laws as amended is hereby further amended by
3 adding at the end of said chapter the following new
4 sections:
5 Section 189A. The department may examine
6 all complaints brought to its notice relative to the
7 pollution or contamination of the waters of any
8 lake, pond, river, creek or brook within the
9 jurisdiction of the commonwealth, or the tidal

10 waters and fiats of the commonwealth, or the waters
11 within three miles of the shores of the common-
-12 wealth, by crude petroleum or any of its products
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lo or any other oils, may determine the character
14 and extent of such pollution or contamination and
15 whether it might tend to become a nuisance or in-
-16 jurious to the public health, and may notify the
17 department of public safety and the department of
18 conservation of the result of their examination.
19 Section 1898. Whoever, by pumping, discharg-
-20 ing, depositing, throwing or spilling, or causing
21 to be pumped, discharged, deposited, thrown or
22 spilled into or on the waters of any lake, pond,
23 river, creek or brook within the jurisdiction of
24 the commonwealth, or the tidal waters and flats of
25 the commonwealth, or the waters -within three miles
26 of the shores of the commonwealth, any crude petro-
-27 leum or any of its products or any other oils, or
28 any bilge water or water from any receptacle con-
-29 taining any of the said substances, from the shore
30 or from any boat, barge, ship, steamer or any other
31 vessel or floating craft of any kind whatsoever, or
32 from any pier, wharf, dock, factory, mill, manufac-
-33 turing establishment, oil plant or oil station in
34 such manner and to such extent as to cause a con-
-35 dition determined by the department, as provided
36 in the preceding section, to be a pollution or con-

-37 tamination of said waters or flats and a nuisance
38 or injurious to the public health, shall be punished
39 by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars or by
40 a fine of not more than five hundred dollars. The
41 provisions of this section shall be enforced by the
42 department of public safety and by all other officers
43 authorized to make arrests






