
HOUSE No. 600
By Mr. Meins of Boston, petition of Joseph R. Parker for an amend-

ment of the law relative to the use of bodies of deceased persons by
schools of embalming and for the promotion of anatomical science.
Public Health. Jan. 16.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act for the Further Promotion of Anatomical
Science.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and thirteen of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “medical”
4 in the second and fourteenth lines thereof the
5 words: —or embalming, —so that the same shall
6 read as follows: Upon the written application
7 of the dean or other officer of any medical or em-
-8 balming school established by law in the common-
-9 wealth, the overseers of the poor of a town, the

10 trustees for children in Boston, the Boston infirm-
-11 ary trustees or the penal institutions commissioner
12 of Boston, the trustees and superintendent of the
13 state infirmary or other public institution sup-
-14 ported in whole or part at the public expense, ex-
-15 cept the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts at Chel-
-16 sea, in this chapter called the authorities, shall
17 permit such dean or other officer to take, within
18 three days after death, the body of any person,
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10 required to be buried at the public expense, who
20 died in such town or in any institution under the21 control of such authorities, to be used within the
22 commonwealth for the promotion of anatomical
23 science. In giving such permission regard shall he
24 had to delivering such bodies to any such medical
25 or embalming schools in proportion, so far as prac-
-26 ticable, to the number of students therein.

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and thirteen of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “shall” in
4 the second line thereof the words: except for the
5 embalming thereof under the personal supervision
6 of a registered embalmer, —so that the same
7 shall read as follows: —No body of a deceased per-
-8 son which is subject to section one shall, except for
9 the embalming thereof under the personal super-

10 vision of a registered embalmer, be used for four-
-11 teen days after death for the promotion of ana-
-12 tomical science, but it shall during such period be
13 kept by the authorities or dean or other officer in a
14 condition and place to be viewed by any person, at
15 all reasonable times, for the purpose of identifica-
-16 tion. If, within such time, any person claiming to
17 be and satisfying the authorities that he is a friend
18 or is of kindred to the deceased asks to have the
19 body buried or surrendered to himself, the body
20 shall in conformity with such request be either
21 buried or delivered to such friend or kindred.






