
HOUSE No. 645
By Mr. Warner of Sunderland (by request), petition of the Massa-

chusetts Fruit Growers’ Association relative to the payment by the
Commonwealth of damages caused by wild deer and moose. Agri-
culture. Jan. 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Payment by the Commonwealth
of Damages caused by Wild Deer and Moose.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-seven of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
-3 tion one of chapter two hundred and fifty-seven of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and
5 by chapter one hundred and ninety-four of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby
7 further amended by striking out the said section
8 and inserting in place thereof the following;—-
9 Section 67. Whoever suffers loss by eating,

10 browsing or trampling of his fruit or ornamental
11 trees, vegetables, produce or crops by wild deer or
12 wild moose, if the damage is done in a city may in-
-13 form the officer of police thereof, who shall be desig-
-14 nated to receive such informationby the mayor, and
15 if the damage is done in a town may inform the
16 chairman of the selectmen of the town where the
17 damage was done, who shall proceed to the premises
18 and determine whether the damage was inflicted
19 by such deer or moose, and if so, appraise the
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20 amount thereof if it does not exceed twenty dollars21 If in the opinion of the officer or chairman, the amount22 of said damage exceeds twenty dollars, he shall at2.5 once notify the land owner to that effect, and with
24 two disinterested persons, one of whom shall he
25 designated by the person suffering the loss, and
26 one by the department of agriculture, shall ap-
-27 praise, under oath, the amount thereof. If the
28 chairman of the selectmen of a town is unable to
29 act as one of said appraisers, he shall designate a
30 person to act in his stead. The officer or chairman
31 shall return a certificate of the damages found to
32 the commissioner of agriculture within ten days
oo after such appraisal is made. The commissioner,
34 in person or by an assistant designated for the
35 purpose, shall as soon as possible examine all such
36 certificates of damages and, if not satisfied as to
37 the same, may summon the appraisers and all
38 parties interested and make such examination as
39 may seem proper. He may then, in his discretion,
40 revise said certificate as circumstances require.
41 Every such certificate, properly approved by said
42 commissioner, and with the cost of appraisal added,
43 shall be sent to the director, who shall transmit the
44 same to the comptroller, and the amount certified
45 shall be paid by the commonwealth from an appro-
-46 priation made for the purpose. The department
47 shall include in its estimates submitted in com-
-48 pliance with section three of chapter twenty-nine
49 an item or items to cover payments to be made here-
-50 under. Each appraiser, except paid officials or em-
-51 ployees of the commonwealth or of a county, city
52 or town, shall receive from the commonwealth five
53 dollars per diem while acting as such, and ten cents
54 a mile for his necessary travel.






