
HOUSE No. 754
By Mr. Luitwieler of Newton, petition of Robert T. Bushnell,

district attorney, for legislation to authorize the taking of testimony
of witnesses in criminal cases who are unable to respond to summonses.
Judiciary (Joint). Jan. 18.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act to permit the Taking of Testimony in Criminal
Cases of Witnesses who are unable to respond to
Summonses Duly served.

1 Chapter two hundred and twelve of the General
2 Laws of nineteen hundred and twenty-one shall
3 be amended by inserting after section fourteen
4 the following: Section lf at any time
5 during the trial of a criminal case in the superior court
6 it appears that a material witness under summons
7 either from the commonwealth or from the defendant
8 is unable to attend at the place in which the court is
9 then sitting, the presiding justice may in his dis-

-10 cretion adjourn the court to any place within the
11 commonwealth where the testimony of the witness can
12 be taken and there convene court and take the testi-
-13 mony of the witness in the same manner as it would
14 have been taken in the court room. The jury, the
15 district attorney or his assistant, the clerk of the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 court or his assistant, such deputy sheriffs or court
17 officers as the sheriff shall have chosen to assist the
18 court and a stenographer and interpreter when re-

-19 quired, shall attend the place to which court is so

20 adjourned and there shall have the same duties and
21 powers as in the place in which the trial started.
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