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By Mr. Eaton of Brockton, petition of Edgar Hinds that prescrip-

tions, recipes and formulae issued by physicians, surgeons and other
medical practitioners shall contain an English name of the drugs and
medicines described. Public Health. Jan. 18.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relating to Physicians’, Surgeons’ and
Other Medical Practitioners’ Prescriptions,
Recipes and Formulae.

1 Section 1. Every prescription, recipe or
2 formula issued by any physician, surgeon or
3 any medical practitioner to or for the use of
4 any person or persons for the treatment, cure,
5 healing or relief of any bodily or mental
6 disease, ailment, deformity or infirmity, real
7 or imaginary, or designed or intended to be
8 used in any manner whatsoever in connection
9 therewith, shall, in addition to the medical,

10 chemical, botanical and scientific terms and
11 other words, characters and symbols, not in
12 the English language, contain the English name
13 and equivalent for each said medical, chemical,
14 botanical and scientific term or other word,
15 character and symbol in plain legible English,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 written or printed, where the English language
17 shall have such name or equivalent; provided
18 however, that any physician, surgeon or other
19 medical practitioner may, at his or her option,
20 at any time issue any prescription, recipe or
21 formula in terms, words, characters and sym-
-22 hols wholly in the English language.
23 The issuing of each prescription, recipe or
24 formula contrary to this act shall constitute a
25 separate offence and shall be punished by a fine
26 of not less than fifty dollars nor more than
27 two hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the
28 house of correction for not less than thirty
29 days nor more than three months, or both.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect and be
2 in force from and after its passage and pub-
-3 li cation.
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