
HOUSE No. 804
By Mr, Hagan of Somerville, petition of Alfred Morton Cutler

for an investigation by the Art Commission for the Commonwealth
of the historical status of the painting of a certain British flag on the
wall of the Senate staircase in the State House. State Administration.
Jan. 18.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Art
Commission of the Historical Status of the
Painting of a Certain British Flag on the Wall
of Senate Staircase Hall, State House.

1 Resolved, That the art commission is author-
-2 ized and directed to make an investigation of
3 the facts and circumstances relative to the his-
-4 torical authority and reason for and propriety
5 of the painting of a representation of the Brit-
-6 ish merchant marine flag of seventeen hundred
7 and seven on the wall of senate staircase hall
8 in the state house, as symbolic of the thirteen
9 united colonies during the war of the Ameri-

-10 can revolution, in place of that flag which was
11 actually first used to signify the union of said
12 colonies, known as the continental “ great
13 union ” flag, the parent predecessor of tins
14 original “ stars and stripes ” of seventeen
15 hundred and seventy-seven.
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16 Said commission shall also investigate and
17 inquire into the authenticity of the designs of
18 the three other flags painted on the wall of said
19 hall in the Hancock and Adams panels.
20 Said commission shall make a full and de-
-21 tailed report, with illustrations deemed neces-
-22 sary of such investigation and inquiry relative
23 to the historical facts ascertained and deter-
-24 mined, including the desirability of removing
25 the representation of said British flag and sub-
-26 stituting one of the design of the great union
27 flag, together with such recommendations and
28 drafts of legislation necessary to effect the same
29 as it may consider warranted, to the general
30 court of nineteen hundred and twenty-nine.






