
By Mr. Lane of Lawrence, petition of Michael A. Landers, mayor,
and others for the appointment of a special commission by the
Superior Court for Essex County for the abolition of the grade
crossing of the Boston and Maine Railroad at Parker Street in the
city of Lawrence. Railroads. Feb. 6.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Abolition of Parker Street Grade
Crossing in the City of Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

HOUSE .... No. 969

Cf)e Commonluealtl) of esassadni9etts

1 Section 1. The special commission appointed by
2 the superior court for Essex county for the abolition
3 of the grade crossing of the Boston and Maine rail-
-4 road known as Parker street, in the city of Lawrence,
5 is hereby authorized to order the abolition of said
6 grade crossing by raising the railroad tracks and de-
-7 pressing the highway and carrying it under the rail-
-8 road tracks. The roadway under the bridge and its
9 approaches shall be sixty feet in width, the northerly

10 approach thereto altered in location so as to enter
11 Merrimack street opposite the southerly end of the
12 Central bridge. All construction to conform with the
13 plan for a new passenger station, its approaches,
14 platforms, stairways and other appurtenances, which
15 is to be constructed by the railroad on the northerly
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16 side of the railroad tracks about opposite the south-
-17 erly end of the said Central bridge, and otherwise in
18 accordance with two plans agreed upon by the Boston
19 and Maine railroad and the city of Lawrence, pre-
-20 pared by the chief engineer of the railroad, marked,
21 “Issue C 12-28-27”. One plan further marked
22 “EGC Parker St., Lawrence, Mass.”, the other plan
23 “Profile for EGC Parker St., Lawrence, Mass.” the
24 originals of which are on file in the office of the chief
25 engineer of the railroad and blue print copies thereof
26 are on file with the city engineer of the city of Law-
-27 rence.

1 Section 2. The costs of carrying out the recom-

-2 mendations and decision of the commission as con-

-3 firmed by the court, including land damages, shall be
4 borne in the following proportions; Such part of
5 the costs of elimination as would be necessary to de-
-6 press Parker street in its present location and at its

7 present width of sixty feet and carry it under the
8 railroad with no changes in the location of the ap-

-9 proaches to said crossing shall be paid, sixty-five per

10 cent by the railroad and thirty-five per cent among

11 the city, the commonwealth and other interested
12 party or parties in such proportions as said special
13 commission may determine to be equitable. Any

14 changes in the northerly approach to Parker street
15 so as to enter Merrimack street about opposite the

16 southerly end of Central bridge, so-called, and other

17 changes incidental thereto, including land damages,

18 together with the costs of any other changes requested
19 by or for the benefit of the city, ordered by said
20 special commission, shall be paid by the city. The

21 costs of further changes in construction which aie
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22 made necessary by the building of a passenger station
23 by the railroad over and above the costs of eliminating
24 said Parker street grade crossing and changing the
25 northerly approach thereto as above set forth are to be
26 paid by the railroad.

1 Section 3. An auditor appointed under the pro-
2 visions of General Laws, chapter one hundred and
3 fifty-nine, sections sixty-five to eighty-five inclusive,
4 in addition to the power conferred upon him by the
5 General Laws shall have authority to audit the ac-
6 counts of the party or parties performing the work
7 of construction called for by the decree of said special
8 commission, and to report to the court what amount
9 should be charged to the separation of the grades at

10 Parker street by carrying it under the railroad in it
11 present location, the amounts chargeable to changes
12 in the location of its approaches or other changes
13 requested by or for the benefit of the city, and changes
14 made necessary for the building of the passenger
15 station by the railroad, and shall report his findings
16 to said court, and the report of the said auditor when
17 accepted by the court shall be final. A certified copy

18 of such report and of the decree of the court shall be
19 filed with the auditor of the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. The special commission may make all
2 necessary takings of land, easements in land or other
3 property which it finds to be necessary in connection
4 with these proceedings in the manner prescribed in
5 section seventy-four, chapter one hundred and fifty-
-6 nine, and section three of chapter seventy-nine, and
7 other sections of the General Laws relating to the
8 power of said special commission to make takings of
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9 land in connection with the elimination of grade
10 crossings.

1 Section 5. If the parties cannot agree as to the
2 damages to property sustained by any person and the
3 compensation due to any person for property taken
4 by said special commission in connection with these
5 proceedings, such damage or compensation may be
6 determined in the manner provided in sections seventy-
-7 five and seventy-six of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-8 nine of the General Laws.

1 Section 6. The provisions of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and fifty-nine, sections sixty-five to eighty-two,
3 inclusive, and acts in amendment thereof and addition
4 thereto, so far as they are not inconsistent with the
5 provisions of this act, shall apply to said commission
6 and to the execution of its decisions.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


