
HOUSE .... No. 1110

Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Under the provisions of Article LYI. of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House
Bill No. 1036, an Act “Relative to Appropriations by the
City of Boston for Municipal Purposes,” with the recom-
mendation that the bill be amended as follows:

By striking out in Section 1, fifth line, as engrossed, the word
“fifty” and inserting in place thereof the word “twenty-five”.

Under existing law, I am called upon to approve the
tax limit for the City of Boston. If I approve it, I become
a party to the fixing of the limit. Ido not feel that I can
conscientiously approve the limit of twelve dollars and
fifty cents as presented to me in this bill.

The reduction in the State tax from a tax of twelve
millions in 1927 to a tax of eight and one-half millions in
1928 places a burden upon the City of Boston of approxi-
mately one million dollars less in 1928 than in 1927, which
is less by about fifty cents a thousand on the assessed
valuation of the city. The amount received by the City
in income taxes in 1927 exceeded the estimate by $928,-
852.71, an amount also equal to approximately fifty cents
a thousand on the assessed valuation of the city. The
General Court in the present bill has reduced the expendi-
tures as estimated in the Mayor’s Budget by an amount
equal to twenty-five cents a thousand on the assessed
valuation of the city. These three amounts together of
themselves would permit a reduction of one dollar and
twenty-five cents in the tax rate. lam unable to obtain
any assurance from the Mayor that even a reduction of
one dollar will be made. Faced bv this situation I am
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returning the bill with the recommendation that the tax
limit, as requested by the Mayor, be further decreased by
twenty-five cents. The Boston Finance Commission has
estimated that the expenditures requested by the Mayor
can be reduced to this extent without detriment to any
services rendered by the City.

I believe that the tax payers of Boston are entitled to a
reduction of at least one dollar. It was promised by the
city last year that there would be a reduction this year.
If the assurance of this reduction had been given, I would
have signed the bill. In the absence of such assurance,!
believe it should be amended in accordance with the above
recommendation.

ALVAN T. FULLER.
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