
Executive Department.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives ,

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House
Bill No. 1021, entitled “An Act Providing for the Pay-
ment by the Commonwealth of the Entire Salaries of the
Commissioners of the Department of Public Utilities.”

This proposed bill incurs an additional burden of|lB,ooo
upon the Commonwealth. It apparently is in response
to the criticism that the Public Utilities Commissioners
are under obligations to the public utility companies be-
cause of the fact that these companies are assessed for
one-half the salaries, namely $lB,OOO.

I recommend that this bill be held in abeyance until
provision is made for assessing the entire expense of the
department upon the common carriers, telephone, tele-
graph companies, and others under the jurisdiction of the
department, with the exception of the salaries which are
to be paid by the Commonwealth. This would remove
the objection which this bill is intended to correct, and
furthermore would assess these various companies, in-
cluding the railroads and electric companies for the ex-
penses of the department. In other words, where this
bill places an additional burden of $lB,OOO upon the
Commonwealth, if my recommendation is followed the
Commonwealth will take over $lB,OOO as it has to do
with salaries but in place thereof will assess the expenses
of the department against these companies, which now
amount to somewhat in excess of $200,000.

We have consistently made progress these last few
years in making various departments as nearly self-sus-
taining as possible and of charging back the cost of
supervision to those who are especially benefited by it or
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whose contact with the public requires supervision.
The adoption of the bill as passed would be a step back-
wards, and there is no reason why the cost of supervision
should not be assessed upon the public utilities of the
Commonwealth.

The Public Utilities Commission, which especially in-
vestigated and reported the subject matter of this legis-
lation to the Legislature, stated in their report that it
appeared inadvisable at the present time to make any
change in the law as it now exists.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






