
Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am herewith returning, without my approval, House
Bill No. 1145, being an act providing for the appointment
of an additional Assistant District Attorney for the
Southern District and increasing the salaries of the Dis-
trict Attorney himself and the salaries of his first and
second Assistants.

If this bill were enacted into law it would increase the
salary of the District Attorney for the Southern District
so that it would be the equal of that of the District At-
torneys of the Worcester County District, of the Essex
County District, and of the Southeastern District. In
each of these three districts the number of criminal cases
before the grand jury, and those coming to the Superior
Criminal Courts by appeal are substantially larger than
the number in the Southern District.

In the Worcester District, where the District Attorney
receives $6,000 a year, there are in the neighborhood of
seven hundred more cases annually than in the Southern
District. During the most recent year for which figures
are available, there were 1,905 cases in the Worcester
District as compared to 1,243 in the Southern District.
There were fifty per cent more cases in the Worcester
District. This bill provides for increasing the salary of
the Southern District Attorney to equal that for Worcester
County. In the Middlesex District, where the District
Attorney receives a present annual salary of $7,000, there
were 2,582 cases as compared with 1,243 in the Southern
District, that is, less than half as many in the Southern
District as in Middlesex; yet this bill would raise the
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salary for the Southern District to $6,000, only $l,OOO
less than that for Middlesex.

It would appear to me that the difference in the number
of cases is fairly reflected in the present salary ratio. I
believe we are not warranted in raising the salary of the
Southern District to equal that of the other districts
where the business is much larger. If that salary were
raised to equal that for Worcester, then I should say the
next thing on the docket would be to recommend an in-
crease for the District Attorneys of Worcester County,
Essex County, Middlesex County, and of the South-
eastern District, for the reason that their business is so
much greater that the added responsibility should be
reflected in the salary of the prosecuting officers.

The figures with regard to the volume of cases do not
justify authorizing the appointment of an additional
assistant, as provided by this bill.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






