
Executive Department .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LYI. of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith
House Bill No. 1241, an Act “Increasing the Salaries
of the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the
Supreme Judicial Court, of the Chief Justice and the
Associate Justices of the Superior Court, of the Judge
and Associate Judges of the Land Court and of the Court
Officer in Attendance upon the Land Court in Suffolk
County,” with the recommendation that the bill be
amended as follows:

By striking out in Section 1, in the third line, as engrossed, the
word “sixteen” and inserting in place thereof the word “fifteen”;

by striking out in Section 1, in the fourth line, as engrossed, the
word “fifteen” and inserting in place thereof the word “fourteen”;

by striking out entirely Section 3 and by striking out the words
“Section 4” and inserting in place thereof the words “Section 3”.

This bill provides an increase in the salaries of the
Supreme Court Judges from $12,000 to $15,000. This
amendment would make the increased salary $14,000
instead of $15,000. Where this bill would make the
Chief Justice’s salary $16,000, this amendment would
make it $15,000.

It is of course important that the position of Judge of
the Supreme Court should carry a salary of sufficient size
to attract men of ability who will maintain the high
standards which have always prevailed in this Court.
I feel that the salaries recommended in this message are
adequate.
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This bill further provides an increase in salary for the
Judges of the Land Court from 110,000 to $12,000. The
duties of a Judge of the Land Court are less arduous than
those of a Judge of the Superior Court. There should be
a differential between the salaries of these two groups of
judges. I can see no justification for increasing the
salaries fixed at the present time for the Judges of the
Land Court.

ALYAN T. FULLER.






