
HOUSE .... No. 1318
By Mr. Achin of Lowell, petition of Walter B. French and others

that city clerks be excepted from appointment by the mayor in cities
operating under Plan B of the standard form of city charter. Cities.
May 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eight.

An Act relative to the Appointment and Removal of
City Clerks in Cities operating under a Standard
Form of City Charter.

1 Section 1. Section fifty-two of chapter forty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “the” in the second line the
4 words: city clerk, so as to read as follows:
5 Section 52. Upon the adoption of Plan A, all heads
6 of departments and members of municipal boards,
7 except the city clerk, school committee, officials ap-
-8 pointed by the governor, and assessors if elected by
9 vote of the people, as their terms of office expire, shall

10 be appointed by the mayor without confirmation by
11 the city council.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-four of said chapter forty-
-2 three is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “the” in the seventh line the words: city clerk,
4 so as to read as follows: Section si The mayor

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts



HOUSE No. 1318. [May9

5 may remove the head of a department or member of a
6 board by filing a written statement with the city clerk
7 setting forth in detail the specific reasons therefor, a
8 copy of which shall be delivered or mailed to the per-
-9 son thus removed, who may make a written reply,

10 which, if he desires, may be filed with the city clerk;
11 but such reply shall not affect the action taken unless
12 the mayor so determines. This section shall not
13 apply to the city clerk, school committee, or to officials
14 appointed by the governor, or to assessors if elected
15 by the people.

1 Section 3. Section sixty of said chapter forty-
-2 three is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “the” in the second line the words: city clerk, —

4 so as to read as follows: Section 60. Upon the
5 adoption of Plan B, all heads of departments and
6 members of municipal boards, except the city clerk,
7 school committee, officials appointed by the governor,
8 and assessors if elected by the people, as their terms
9 of office expire, shall be appointed by the mayor, sub-

-10 ject to confirmation by the city council; but the city
11 solicitor shall be appointed, and may be removed,
12 by the mayor, without confirmation by the city
13 council. This section shall apply to the city solicitor
14 in office when Plan B becomes operative.

1 Section 4. Section sixty-one of said chapter forty-
-2 three is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “except” in the third line the words: the city
4 clerk, —soas to read as follows: Section 61. The
5 mayor may, with the approval of a majority of the
6 members of the city council, remove the head of a

7 department or member of a board before the expira-
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8 tion of his term of office, except the city clerk, mem-
-9 hers of the school committee, officials appointed by the

10 governor, and assessors if elected by the people. The
11 person so removed shall receive a copy of the reasons
12 for his removal, and he may, if he desires, contest the
13 same before the city council. He may be repre-

-14 sented by counsel at the hearing.




