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Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I herewith return, without my approval, House No.
511, being “An Act to Provide for the Retention in the
State Service of Herbert H. Boynton beyond his
Seventieth Birthday.”

This act, carrying an Emergency Preamble, provides
for the retention in the service of the Commonwealth
of the First Deputy in the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, for a period dating from June 21 to
the end of the calendar year, covering the time during
which the forthcoming primaries and elections will take
place. The passage of this bill will be special legislation,
breaking dowm in part the full application of the seventy
year requirement of the retirement law. This law is
absolutely vital to the efficiency of the service.

The General Court has established the retirement age
at seventy years. If it is felt that the retirement age
should be changed, it should affect every one in the
State service, not any one particular person. I do not
believe that any individual is so necessary to the orderly
procedure of the business of the Commonwealth that a
general law which has proved to be of such betterment
to the service as a whole, should be lightly set aside even
for a short period.

On April 18 of this year, I vetoed a bill similar in
purpose, affecting an employee in the service of the City
of Worcester. In this message I stated fully the objec-
tions to any exemption from the general application of
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the law for the benefit of any particular individual and
these views were sustained by the House of Representa-
tives. These two bills are identical in purpose and merit
the same consideration and final disposition.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






