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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I herewith return, without my approval, House No.
1307, being a “Resolve Providing for the Payment of
Compensation on Account of the Death of Certain
Former Members of the Present House of Represent-
atives.”

The purpose of this resolve is to pay to the heirs of
Ezra W. Clark, and to the widows of George P. Ager,
Walter H. Snow, and Lewis R. Sullivan, who have died
while members of the present House of Representatives,
the balance of the salary to which each would have been
entitled had he lived and served to the end of the present
session.

This custom, in vogue for many years, is nevertheless
wholly without justification. Were the money not to
be paid for services which, in contemplation of law, have
not been rendered, no legislation would be necessary,
and the bill would not be receiving consideration. The
General Court might well refrain from making gifts out
of the public treasury.

I cannot approve gifts out of the public treasury for
certain special people. In the first place, Ido not believe
it was ever intended to give the Legislature authority
to make gifts; and secondly, if they are to be made,
I think they should be made on a fair and equitable
basis which would treat all employees upon the same
basis, and with equal fairness. I cannot believe, if this
proposal were submitted to the voters, that they would
approve a plan of giving their public employees state,
county, city and town gifts upon the basis of those
proposed in this bill; and that being the case, I do not
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feel the gifts should be made only to those in whom the
Legislature has a friendly interest. If we are not to
treat all State employees alike, then we should amend
the law to read that all State employees except those
with friends in the Legislature shall be treated without
special favor and held accountable to the strict inter-
pretation of all laws.

ALVAN T. FULLER.






