
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatii

I am herewith returning, without my approval, House
No. 982, being “An Act Relative to the Penal Institu-
tions Department of the City of Boston,” for the simple
reason that it appears to me to call for the creation of
an unnecessary position.

There should be some other reason for asking the
Legislature to create a new position than that some
one wants a job. To this matter I have given careful
consideration and can reach no other conclusion than
that this is a case of providing an extra deputy commis-
sioner for work that does not exist rather than that there
is essential work not attended to because the present
staff cannot cope with it. We are fast approaching the
time when there will be more people on the public pay-
roll than there are taxpayers to pay the bill. Let us not
exhibit undue haste in hurrying that fateful day.

I take the liberty of quoting from the reports made
to me by the Commissioner of Correction and the Finance
Commission of the City of Boston, whose conclusions
on this matter coincide with mine.

The Commissioner of Correction writes me as fol-
lows :

“I saw the Mayor and Mr. Silverman today, at Your Excellency’s
request, and I see no reason to change in any particular what I stated
to you in my letter of February 23rd.

“If I were Mayor or Penal Institutions Commissioner, knowing
what I do about the office, I would not think it advisable to have a
demity commissioner there.”
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The Finance Commission of the City of Boston writes
“Your Excellency has requested a report on House Bill No. 982,

an Act relative to the Penal Institutions Department of the City of
Boston.

“Referring first to Section 2 of the Act, which provides for the
creation of the office of deputy penal institutions commissioner, the
department already has a commissioner, a master, a deputy master,
and two assistant deputy masters, according to the Employees’ Book
of 1927. It can be said, without qualification that there is absolutely
no need of the appointment of a deputy penal institutions com-
missioner.”

ALVAN T. FULLER.






